Honrosa v ap. JJuHamuka 4yucrieHHocmu cepbix KUmoe 8 patioHe 3an. NunsmyH 6 2008-2011 ea.

HBIMU. J[JI OLIGHKH CTEeTIeHH BIMSAHMS BHEIIHUX (paKTOpOB
Ha €CTECTBEHHBIC IMHAMHYECKHE IPOLECCHl HEOOXOIMMO
MIPOBECTH HCCIICAOBAHUS YCJIOBHM KOPMIICHHMS CEphIX KH-

TOB.

data. In order to assess the degree of impact of exter-
nal factors on natural dynamic processes, we need to
study conditions related to gray whale foraging.
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Distribution of white whales (Delphinapterus leucas) in the Sakhalin

Bay in summer 2009

Primorribvod, Vladivostok, Russia

Io panee cyiiecTBOBaBIIEMY IIPEACTABICHHUIO O ITOMYJIs-
MOHHOM cTpykType Gemyxu (Delphinapterus leucas Pal-
las, 1776) OxoTckoro Mopsi, B 3aMaHbIX paiiOHAX MOpS
o0uTaeT  CcaxaJMHO-TYTypO-dyMHKAaHCKas  IOMYJISALNS
(bep3un u SI6nokoB 1978). [Toznuee Genyxa, oOuTaromas
B akBatopui CaxalMHCKOTO 3ajMBa, AMYpPCKOTO JHMaHa
U YCThsI p. AMyp, BbIJICICHA B CaxalnHO-aMypPCKYIO MOMy-
nsimro (bep3us u np. 1986).

Habmronenns 3a pacnpenenennem oemyxu B 2009 r. mpo-
Bomiich B jetHud nepuox (06.06 - 06.07) ¢ runporpa-
¢uueckoro cynua «Buagumup Cyxonkuit» B paiioHax
nponrBa HeBenbckoro, AMypcKOTo JHMaHa W BOCTOYHOU
gactu CaxanmHcKoro 3anuBa. B mponuBe HeBenbckoro B
MIepBOH MOJIOBUHE MIOHS Oelyxa BCTpedaslach pPa3po3HEH-
HBIMHU rpynmnaMu 5-12 ocobeit. ['pymmsr cocTosmm u3 pas-
HOBO3PAaCTHBIX ’KHBOTHBIX: HAOJIOAAINCH CAMKH C JIETe-

Until recently, it was thought that beluga whales (Del-
phinapterus leucas Pallas, 1776) inhabiting the west-
ern parts of the Sea of Okhotsk belong to Sakhalin-
Tugur-Chumikan population (bepsun u SI6mokoB
1978). Nowadays, the Sakhalin-Amur population that
inhabits the waters of the Sakhalin Gulf, the Amur
Liman and the mouth of the Amur River is considered
to be a separate population (bep3un u ap. 1986).

Observations of beluga whale dispersal, from 6 June
2009 to 6 July 2009, were conducted in the Nevelsky
Strait, the Amur Liman, and the eastern part of the
Sakhalin Gulf from the hydrographic ship Vladimir
Sukhotsky. The belugas that were encountered in the
Nevelsky Strait in the first half of June were isolated
groups of 5-12 individuals. The groups contained indi-
viduals of different ages: mothers with calves, young
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HBIIIIAMH, MOJIOABIE (TOTy00i OKpacKn) U B3POCIbIE 0cOOH
(aucto Genrpie). B AMypckom nmMaHe B B ycThe p. AMyp
Oenmyxa mpuIepKUBaIachk CYyI0X0AHOTO (apBarepa. 31ech
OTMEYAJINCh OJMHOYHBIC OCOOM, Mapbl M HEOOJbIIHE
rpymnsl (3-5 ronos). bonbmue ckomieHus HaGIOATNCH
B paifoHe 3ain. baiikan B koHIle HIOHsS-Hayaine uiois. B
ATOT MEPUOJ] 3[I6Ch HACUHUTHIBAJIOCH JO HECKOJIBKUX COT
ocobei.

EcrectBenHo, ompeznemnsommM (GakTopoM B pacrpezene-
HUM OCNyXW SBILSIETCS JIOKAJIHM3ALMSI €€ MHUIIEBBIX 00BEK-
ToB. B Hawane uroHs B paiione mponuBa HeBenbckoro Oe-
JyXa Jepkajach Ha MEIKOBOJBE C IIECYAHBIM T'PYHTOM,
rae GukcupoBaInuch pakoobpasueie (Crangon septemspi-
nosa) W pasiuuHbBle BUABI KaMm0baia ¢ IpeobiagaHueM
3Be3nuaToii kamOaunel. [loBenenue Oenyx B 3TOM paiioHe
HOCHJIO TIOMCKOBBIM XapakTep, OHM YacTO 3aHBIPUBAJIH,
JIBUTQJINCH B Pa3HBIX HampaBiieHHWsX. [lo-BuauMomMy, oHH
aKTHBHO TIMTAJINCh YKa3aHHBIMH OOBEKTaMH, KOTOpBIE
OoTMevaluch B painuoHe Oenmyx eme B.A. ApceHbeBbIM
(1939).

B AMypckom nuMaHe B cepeniHe HIoHS Oelryxa MuTaiach
JIOCOCEBBIMH, UAYIIUMHU Ha HepecT B p. Amyp. B paiione
3a1. baiikan ckorureHus 6eIyxu pa3HOTO BO3pacTa BMECTe
¢ nenppuHAMU (MOPCKUMH CBHHBSMH) U JIApraMH aKTHB-
HO TIUTAJWCH JIOCOCEBBIMH pbibamu. OT4eTimBo Halro-
JIAIIICh DIIEMEHTBI OXOThl «KapyCelb» U «KPYI», OpraHH-
3yeMBIMH Oeryxamu.

blue whales, and adult belugas that were completely
white. The belugas that were encountered in the Amur
Liman and the mouth of the Amur River stayed within
the shipping fairway, and the individuals were either
solitary or in pairs or small groups of 3-5 individuals.
Large aggregations numbering up to several hundreds
were observed near Baikal Bay in late June and early
July.

Naturally, availability of food is the determining factor
in belugas’ distribution pattern. The belugas encoun-
tered in the Nevelsky Strait in early June stayed in
shallow waters with sand bottom preying on crusta-
ceans (Crangon septemspinosa) and different types of
flatfish, mostly starry flounder. The animals demon-
strated exploratory behavior, they often dived down
and changed swim directions. It seems they were ac-
tively feeding on the above-mentioned feeding items
that were reported as part of beluga’s diet as early as
1939 by V.A. Arsenyev (Apcenbes 1939).

The beluga whales encountered in the Amur Liman in
mid-June fed on the salmon migrating up the Amur
River to their spawning grounds. The Baikal Bay ag-
gregations of belugas of all ages, along with dolphins
(porpoises) and seals, were actively feeding on salmon.
Carousel-feeding and shrinking circle were the dis-
tinctly observed feeding techniques.
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