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AxBatopusi y 3amagHoro Oepera octpoBa bepunra, riae Mel
MIPOBOAMM €XKETO/IHBIi MOHUTOPUHI KUTOOOPA3HbBIX, SBISIETCS
Ype3BbYaiHO YIOOHBIM MECTOM s OOHAPYKeHUsI M HaOJIro-
JICHUS TPYII CEBEPHBIX IUIaBYHOB, TaK KaK B HEMOCPEICTBEH-
HOW ONMM30CTH 37ech 3aieraer rryOOKOBOAHBIA xkenob. Ilpu-
YPOYCHHOCTh IUIABYHOB K TaKUM MECTaM OIIPECIISIETCS TeM,
YTO OJHHMMHM W3 TJIABHBIX IHIIEBBIX OOBEKTOB TUX KUTOB SIB-
JSIOTCS TITyOOKOBOIHEIE KallbMaphl, 0OMTArOINe B pallOHe CBa-
J1a TITyOHH.

Hamm vccrieioBanust BKIIIOYAIH Kak OeperoBble HAOIIOCHUS C
NOCTOSIHHBIX TOYEK HAOJIOJCHWI, TaK W HENOCPEACTBEHHYIO
paboTy c >KMBOTHBIMH B Mope ¢ Oopra joaku. BusyanbHbie
OeperoBbie HAOIIOEHUSI MBI TIPOBOJIIIN IIyTEM PaBHOMEPHOTO
CKaHMPOBAHUS BCEil BUANMOI aKBATOPUH C ONpPENCIICHUEM Tie-
JIEHra 3aMEUYEHHBIX KMTOB M JUCTAHIMH A0 HUX C MOMOUIBIO
OMHOKJISI CO BCTPOCHHBIM KOMIIACOM M YIJIOMEPHOM IIKaJoH,
YTO TO3BOJISUIO 3aTeM IPH 00paboTKe JaHHBIX BBIYUCIUTH I'e0-
rpaguyeckue KOOPIWHATHI KaKAOTO >KUBOTHOTO W HAHECTH
BCTpedn Ha KapTy. HaOmiofeHust BeIuch IO BaxTaM BCE CBET-
J10€ BpeMs CYTOK, €CJIH TTO3BOJISIIH [TOTOJHBIC YCIIOBHSL.

Bcero 3a nepuos uccnenosanuii ¢ 2007 mo 2011 rr. Hamu ObLIO
3apeTUCTPUPOBAHO C Oepera 85 Trpymlm CeBEpHBIX IJIABYHOB,
obmmM guciaoM 597 ocobeit. Meronnka GeperoBbIx HaOIIIOIC-
HUI HE MO3BOJISICT WHIUBHUIYAIBFHO Pa3inyaTh KHUBOTHBIX, TO-
9TOMY MBI MOTJIM PETHCTPUPOBATh OAHUX M TeX JKe ocodel He-
onHokpaTHo. CpemHuil pasmep rpymmnsl cocraBun 7,1£5,01
ocobu. CpenHsisi qUCTaHIUSL OT TOYKM HAONIONEHWI 10 peru-
CTPUPYEMBIX IUIaBYHOB cocTaBuia 6,14+2,29 km. Kak BuaHo Ha
KapTe, TIOYTH BCE PETHCTPAli CEBEPHOTO IUIaByHa OBLTH B
paiioHe cBana TIyOWH, YTO COTJIACyeTCs C W3BECTHOH HH(OpP-
Marmei 00 3KOJIOTUM BUIA.

The waters off western Bering Island provide a
convenient place for the detection and observa-
tion of Baird’s beaked whales because a deep-
water trench lies not far from the shore. The main
food objects of these whales are deep-sea squids
living in the slope of depths area.

Our studies include both land-based observations
from permanent observation points, as well as
boat-based work with animals at sea. We made
visual observations from the shore by uniformly
scanning the entire visible water area and meas-
ured bearing and distance to the whales by binoc-
ulars with built-in compass and a goniometric
scale, which allowing to calculate the geographic
coordinates of each animal and plot the registra-
tions on the map of depth. The observations were
made by the watch all the daylight hours, weather
permitting.

During the 2007-2011, we observed 85 groups (a
total of 597 animals) of Baird’s beaked whales
from the shore. (The methodology of land-based
observations does not allow to distinguish be-
tween individual animals, so we could record the
same individuals repeatedly.) The mean group
size was 7.1£5.01 animals. The average distance
from the observation point to the registered
whales was 6.1+2.29 km. As can be seen on the
map, almost all of the Baird’s beaked whale reg-
istrations were in the slope of depths area, which
is consistent with the known information about
the ecology of the species.
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Fig. 1. The regis-
trations of
Baird’s beaked
whales on the
map of depths:

a) from the
shore, b) during
boat-based work
at sea

A 8-15 animals (b)
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Bo BpeMsi HEOCPEICTBEHHOH pabOThl C )KUBOTHBIMU B MOPE MBI
OCTOPOXKHO MOJXOIUIU K TPYIIaM CEBEPHBIX MIaBYHOB sl (o-
TocheMKH Ha guctaHimio 20-30 merpos. Ilpu stom dukcuposa-
J0oCch o0lIee KOJMYeCTBO ocoleil B rpyImie, TUI aKTHBHOCTH U
KOOpAWHATHl BCTPEUH. B HEKOTOPBIX CiIydasx MPOU3BOIUIKCH
3BYKO3AIUCH MOABOJIHBIX BoKanuzauii. Becero 3a 2007-2011 rr.
UCCIIeOBaHUH C OOpTa HMCCIIE0BAaTENLCKON JIOJKH HaMH Obuia
3aperucTpupoBana 21 rpymmna ceBepHbBIX IIABYHOB, OOIIMM YHUC-
oM 188 ocobeii. Cpenuuit pasmep rpynmsl coctaBun 9,0+5,55
0co0m.

DOTOCHUMKHM WHIUBHIYAIFHO OMO3HABAEMBIX XKMBOTHBIX OBLTH
WCTIOJIB30BAHBI AJISI COCTaBIICHHS KaTajlora CEBEPHBIX IJIaBYyHOB.
IToBTOpHBIE BcTpeun Mexay Komannopamu u Apyrumu paiioHa-
mu Poccmiickoro JlanpHero BocToka HaMH MOKa HE BBISBJICHEL,
XOTS 10 KOCBEHHBIM TpU3HAKaM (HaJU4Ke y BCEX B3POCIHbIX KHU-
BOTHBIX IIPAaMOB OT YKYCOB CBETSAIMUXCS aKkyi  ISistius
brasiliensis) atu KuTbl METPUPYIOT TOBOJBHO MIMPOKO, BO3ZMOXK-
HO, 3aX0/s B CyOTpONNYECKHEe BOIbI.

3a nepuoa ¢ 2007 mo 2011 rr. HanOobIIIEe YKCIO BCTPEY CEBEP-
HBIX IUIaBYHOB MPUIIIOCH HA BECEHHUH (aIrpenb-HiOHb) MepHO,
W 3HAYUTEIBHO MEHbIIE MX OBUIO B OCEHHHMH (aBryCT-HOSOPb)
nepuon. B cepenune ke seTa, B IepHoJi MAKCUMAJIbHOW MHTEH-

While working directly with the animals at sea,
we cautiously approached the groups of whales
at a distance of 20-30 meters for photography.
We registered the total number of individuals in
a group, type of activity and coordinates of en-
counter. In some cases we made recordings of
underwater vocalizations. During our boat-
based work, we encountered 21 groups (188
individuals). The mean size of groups encoun-
tered at sea was 9.0+5.55 animals.

The photographs were used to make photoiden-
tification catalogue of Baird’s beaked whales.
Results of identification allowed to reveal
matches of individual beaked whales both with-
in and between field seasons. No matches be-
tween Commander Islands and other regions of
Russian Far East were found, though the pres-
ence of cookie-cutter shark bites on many ani-
mals indicate that these whales probably mi-
grate to subtropical waters.

Baird’s beaked whales were observed much
more frequently in April-June and August-
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CHBHOCTH HCCJIEI0BATENbCKOM paboThl, He 3apeructpupoBano | November, than in mid-summer.

BOOOIIE HY OHON BCTPEUH.

180
160 }u2011 m2010 ©2009 B2008 n2007}7
140 T
120 | HH
8100 :— min
2 & a
2
by ’.a*
g 1
o -
[$)
S ]
\I-||\ m

Puc. 2. O0mee
YKCIIO0 BCTPEYCH-
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IUTABYHOB B CE30-
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HOE II0 JeKagaM
MECSIEB

Fig. 2. The total
number of
Baird’s beaked
whales encoun-
tered in the dif-
ferent years,
grouped by dec-
ades

ITo Bceit BuammocTH, akBartopusi Komanmopckux octpoBoB He | It suggests that the waters of Commander Is-
SIBJISIETCS TS CEBEPHOTO TUIAaBYHA MOCTOSIHHBIM JIeTHUM Haryie- | lands is not a summer feeding ground, but the
HBIM paiiOHOM, M >KHBOTHBIC HCIIONB3YIOT €¢ Kak BpeMeHHbIH | Whales pass it in the course of spring and au-
KOPMOBOU pailoH B XOjie¢ BECEHHEH W oceHHel murpamuu. Bos- | tumn migration. Alternatively, it is possible that
MOKHO Tak)Ke, YTO IUIaBYHBI He MOKHUAAIOT TaHHbBIA paiioH u B | Whales stay in the area but move farther from
cepeluHe JieTa, HO CMENIAI0TCs MOpHCTee, riae Mbl He mMmeeM | shore in mid-summer, so that we are not able to

BO3MOXHOCTH HX OOHAPYKHTb. detect them.
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