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HoBocubupckne ocTpoBa ¢ IpUIEKAIINMU MOPCKUMMU
akBaropyusAMM BXopAT B apean lleHTpanpHO-CuOupckoit
nonyasanuy Oenblx MeABefeil. JTa HOMY/IALMA CUUTACTCA
CaMoit MaJIOYMCIIEHHOI U3 3-X man 4-X (eCu CUUTATh MeJ-
Befeli, oburaromux B Kapckom Mope, oTfenbHON momys-
nyen), Hacensomyx Poccuiickylo ApKTUKY, M HaMMeHee
usydena. Ilo skcmepTHOII oleHKe, puHATON B KpacHbIX
Kunrax CCCP, PCOCP, u nosropennoit B Kpacnoit Kuure
Poccun, uncnenHocTs aToit nonynAnuu B KoHne 1980-x —
Havase 1990-x, cocraBsina nopsigka 800-1200 ocobeit u He
ImpeTepreBana CYIIeCTBEHHBIX M3MEHEHMII 3a IOCTefHNe
2-3 pecarunetud. Ha camoM fieste, 0 TOM, YTO IPOUCXOAUT
cefyac ¢ 3TOV MOMY/IANMeI, KAKOB ee CTaTyC U AeMorpadu-
YEeCKUII COCTaB, KaK CKa3bIBAeTCsl Ha Hell I7I00a/bHOE TOTe-
IIJIeHNe ¥ COKpallleHMe JIelOBOTO MTOKpOBa APKTUKY, KaKO-
BbI ee cBA3U ¢ YykoTcko-AnsackuHckoit u Kapcko-mMopckoit
HONYAALNAMY, TPAKTUYECKN HUYETO He U3BECTHO.

The New Siberian Islands and the surrounding
marine areas are within the range of the Central Siberian
polar bear population. This population is the least studied
and thought to be the smallest of the three or four (if the
polar bears of the Kara Sea are considered a separate
population) that inhabit the Russian Arctic. According
to expert estimates that are accepted in the Red Lists of
the USSR and the RSFSR, and repeated in the Red List of
Russia, the size of this population at the end of the 1980s
and early 1990s was around 800-1200 animals and has
not significantly changed during the subsequent two to
three decades.

In fact, practically nothing is known about
this populations status or trends, its demographic
composition, effects of global warming and degradation
of Arctic ice cover, and the relation between it and the
Chukchi-Alaskan and Kara Sea populations.
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OBcaHvkoB H.I. bestbie medsedu Ha Hosocubupckux ocmposax 8 6e31e008blili nepuod

B 2012 u 2013 rr. Ha HoBocubupckue octposa 6bira
OpraHN3OBaHAa KOMIUIEKCHas aKcrennius Pycckoro Teorpa-
¢duueckoro ObmectBa. OFHOM U3 3aa4Y IKCHERULINN OBUTO
Ha4aTh M3ydeHUe Oeoro MeABes Ha apXurienare U B Ipu-
JeTaoInX K HeMy akBaTopusx. C 3Toil Lje/Ibl0 aBTOP HpH-
HSUI y4acTue B 00eMX SKCIeAMIMAX. 3a [Ba Ce30Ha YaIoch
MOCETUTH HOYTH BCe OCTPOBA apXMIlenara, KpoMe o. Berb-
KoBCKuil u 0. Cron6oBoit. B HacTosmieM coobueHny mpu-
BOJSTCS Pe3y/IbTaThl IPOBEIEHHBIX HAOTIONEHNMII 32 6e/IbIMU
Mensenamy Ha HoBocnOupckux ocTposax.

B 2012r sxkcmeguumsa paborama ¢ 15.08. mo 5.09.,
B 2013 r.— ¢ 22.09. mmo 4.10. 3amaum Hallero MccaeqoBaHMs
ObUIV MAEHTUYHBI B 00enx sKcrennuysx: (1) — mpoBoguTh
HOMCK Oe/bIX MefBefieil [0 BCeMy MapIIpyTy, BK/I0Yasa 06-
CIelOBAHNS Ha OCTPOBAX IpY IIPOBEIEHUN BBICA[IOK, MOP-
CK1e HaOMIOfieHNsI C HaBMUTAIIMOHHOIO MOCTMKA IO Map-
HIPYTy CyAHa, obCenoBaHIe 6eperoB ¢ MOTOPHBIX JIOHOK;
(2) — perucTpupoBath 1 OLIEHUTb BCTPEUAEMOCTD, pacIpe-
meneHue, femorpaduyeckie mapameTps! (1o, BO3pacTas
KaTeropusi, COCTaB CEMEIHBIX TPYIII X BEPOATHBIX CKOIITIe-
HUIL), aKTMBHOCTH/IOBefeHre ¥ (GU3MYECKOe COCTOSIHMUE
(ynuraHHOCTD) Ge/bIX MefiBeflell Ha OCTPOBaX apXuilesara
B TIEPUOJ MCUE3HOBEHMsI MOPCKUX /bOB; (3) — cobpatpb
OIIPOCHbIE JaHHBIE O BCTPeYaeMOCTU OeNlbIX MefBefieil OT
Y4aCTHMKOB 9KCHeAULNY, PabOTaBIUINX B 6€PEroBbIX TPYII-
max Ha ocrpoBax KorensHom, @aneeBckom, Hosast Cubups,
bonbmont JIaxosckuit B 2012 . 1 OT BceX BO3MOXKHBIX pe-
CIIOHZEHTOB, paboraBumx Ha HOBOCMOMPCKMX OCTpOBax
B IIOCTIefHME TOAbl (MCCIefOBaTeNN, COTPYAHUKM IOMAP-
HBIX CTAaHINIL, CTapaTenn-cOHOPIINKY MAMOHTOBOTO OVBH);
(4) — mpomomKNUTh COOp HAHHBIX IS OINpeneieHUs BO3-
MO>KHBIX KOPMOB, JJOCTYIIHBIX Oe/bIM MefiBeisiM B Oepero-
BBIX U TYHIPOBBIX 9KOCKCTeMax HOBOCHOMPCKIX OCTPOBOB.
ITo COBOKYIHBIM pe3yIbTaTaM ABYX SKCIIEAMINIT OLEHUTh
sHayeHne HoBocnbupcknx octpoBos mst LlentpansHo-Cu-
6upcKort momysuuy GenbIx MefBefeil B IepUof, ICUe3HOBe-
HISI MOPCKVX JIBJIOB.

MeTonuka.

B 2012 r. sxcriemnuusa nposopwiach Ha cypHe «Iloma-
puc», B 2013 1. Ha cygHe «Bukrop bylinuuxuit». Mapmpyr
[I0XOfia CY[OB [TOKa3aH Ha KapTo-cxemax (Puc. 1 u 2).

BusyanbHble HabMOTeHNs TPOBOANINCD C CYHOB (C Ha-
BUTallMOHHBIX MOCTMKOB — B 2012r.— 11 M Hapg y.M,
B 2013 .— 6,5 M. Haj y.M.), C JIOOK U B XOfi¢ TIeIIeXONHBIX
MapLIPyTOB B MeCTaX BBICA[IOK, BO BCEX CITyYasiXx — C JC-
nonmp3oBaHmeM onTuky (6uHoknap 12X50 Eagle Optics
Ranger). Bce BcTpeunm MepBefieil perMcTpMpOBAINCh IO
CTaHJAPTHOMY IPOTOKONIY, pa3pabOTaHHOMY aBTOPOM
u npuMeHseMoMy ¢ 1990 1. Ha o. Bpanrensa u B apyrux pait-
onax Apkruku (Ovsyanikov, 2006; OBcsHukos, 2012). Bo
BCeX BO3MOXKHBIX CIydYasX HPOBOAMIOCH (oTtorpadupo-
BaHNe MefBefeil 1 6omee TOUHOI npeHTndUKanuu. Ilpn
OIMICAHUM TIOBefeHMst (PUKCUPOBAIach peakiys 3Beps Ha

In both 2012 and 2013, comprehensive expeditions
of the Russian Geographical Society were undertaken in
the New Siberian Islands. One of the tasks was to initiate
a study on polar bears in the archipelago and adjacent
marine areas, to which end the author participated in
both expeditions. During the two seasons the expedition
visited all the islands of the archipelago with the exception
of Belkovskyi and Stolbovoi. This report presents the
results of observations of polar bears of the New Siberian
Islands.

The objectives of our survey were identical for both
expeditions: (1) — search for polar bears along the entire
route, including islands during landings, observations
from the ship’s navigation bridge in coastal waters and the
open sea, and surveys of the shoreline from powerboats;
(2) — record and assess the frequency of polar bear
sightings, their distribution, demographic parameters
(sex, age category, composition of family groups, and
other information), activity/behavior, and physical
condition (fatness index, condition of skin, evidence of
injuries); (3) — collect information on polar bears from
other expedition participants who were working on land
on Kotelnyi, Fadeevskyi, Novaya Siberia, and Bolshoy
Lyakhovskyi islands in 2012, and from all possible
respondents who were working on the New Siberian
Islands during prior years (researchers, weather station
staff, and people digging for mammoth ivory); (4) —
identify possible food resources available to polar bears
in the coastal and tundra ecosystems. From the results
of these two expeditions, the goal was to assess the
significance of the New Siberian Islands for the Central
Siberian polar bear population during the season of sea
ice disappearance.

Methods.

The 2012 expedition aboard the m/s «Polaris»
was conducted from 15.08. through 5.09. In 2013 the
expedition was from 22.09. through 4.10. on a different
ship, the m/s «Viktor Buynitskyi». The ships’ routes
are shown in Figures 1 and 2. Visual observations were
conducted from the ships’ navigation bridges (from 11
m a.s.l. in 2012, and from 6.5 m a.s.l. in 2013), from
powerboats, and during land excursions on foot at
landing sites. Eagle Optics Ranger binoculars (12X50)
were used for all observations. All polar bear sightings
were recorded by a standard protocol developed by the
author and used since 1990 on Wrangel Island and in
other regions of the Arctic (Ovsyanikov 2006, 2012).
Whenever possible, bears were photographed for more
precise identification. The reaction of polar bears upon
the approach of the ship, a boat, or a walking human was
also recorded with as many behavioral details as possible.
During landings, special surveys of the landscape were
conducted for evidence of polar bears, such as their
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HpuobIVKeHNe CyfHa/ oK/ TIelllero YenoBeka. B xone BbI-
CaJIoK TPOBOAMIOCH obcefoBanue MaHAmadTa B IONCKaX
CIIefloB XM3HEeHEesATeIbHOCTI OeNbIX MefBeneil, poTorpadu-
poBaHue CIefoB MefiBeliell U 9MeMeHToB naHamadTa. Mop-
CKye HaOMofieHNs IPOBOAVINCH 10 METOMMKE, OIMCAHHON
B COOOIIEHNN O BCTpedax cepblX kntos (OBCAHUKOB, VBa-
HOB, B 3TOM COOpHIUKeE).

B 2012 1. BBICAfKM C Ha3eMHBIMM OOC/IENOBAaHUAMU Me-
CTOOOMTaHMII U OCMOTP OeperoB C JOAKY IPOBEHEHbl Ha
octpoBax KotempHoM (paiton mbica Auxy), HoBas Cubupn
(paitons! JepeBanubix Top, Mbica KaMeHHBII — Ha 3amaj ot
MbIca [0 yCThbs p. VInuu-FOpsAX u Ha I0T0-BOCTOK OT MBICa),
Ha IOKHOM Oepery 3emnnu Bynre, Ha o. XKoxoBa (Bech Boc-
TOYHBIIT Geper OT I0KHOTO Kpas JIaryHbI Ha MbIce [ameyHsblit
To Mbica TaitMbIp, ¢ BBICQ/IKOI B OCHOBaHUM M. [aeuHslit),
Ha 0. beHHera (10ro-BOCTOYHBIN 6eper, IemIMii MapIIpyT
C IOKHOTO Oepera yepe3 oCHOBaHMe I-0Ba UepHblIeBa 70
10KHOI yacTu 6yxThl IlaBma KemneHa, BocTouHbll Oeper).
OcTtpoB [eHpHeTTH OCMOTPEH C CEBEPHOII CTOPOHBI OT MbICA
Ironb6ap mo mbica bennera ¢ Mops ¢ 6opTa cyfHa, HAXOVB-
merocst B 4 kabenpToBbIX oT Hepera. Octpos Bunbkuuxoro
006C/IefIoBaH 110 BCEMY IIePUMETPY € JIOOK C KOPOTKOM M-
craHiuy (B mpegmenax 50-200 M) 1 C BBICA[IKOI Ha I0)KHOM
ke, HaseMHbIe TPyIIIbI 9KCIIEAMIMY paboTamu Ha 0-Bax
Bon. JIsaxosckmit, Korenphorit, HoBas Cubups, GageeBckuil.
Craparenu, OT KOTOPbIX IIO/Ty4YEHbI OIIPOCHBIE CBEMIEHMH, pa-
60Tay B TeyeHue BCero JieTHero ce3oHa 2012 I. Ha ocTpoBe
Hosas Cnbups.

tracks, and elements of the landscape were photographed.
Observations at sea were carried out by the methods
described in the report on observations of gray whales
(Ovsyanikov, Ivanov, in this volume).

In 2012, landings with surveys of terrestrial habitats
and shore line surveys from boats were conducted on
the following islands: Kotelnyi (area of Cape Anzhu),
Novaya Siberia (areas of Derevyannyi Gori and Cape
Kamennyi, west from the cape to the mouth of the Ilin-
Yuryakh River and southeast of the cape), Zemlya Bunge
(southern coast), Zhokhov (entire eastern coast from the
southern side of the lagoon on Cape Galechnyi to Cape
Taimir, with a landing at the base of Cape Galechnyi),
and Bennet (southeastern coast, with travel on foot from
the southern coast across the base of the Chernishev
Peninsula to the southern part of Pavla Keppena Bay on
the eastern coast).

The northern side of Genrietta Island, from Cape
Dyunbar to Cape Benneta, was surveyed from the ship
from a distance of four cables. Vilkitskyi Island was
surveyed by circumnavigating the entire island by boat
at a distance of 50-200 m from shore and landing on
the southern beach. Groups were working on land on
Bolshoy Lyakhoyi Island, Kotelnyi Island, Novaya Siberia
Island, and Fadeevskyi Island. Mammoth ivory diggers
who were working on Novaya Siberia Island during the
entire 2012 summer season provided information on
polar bears.

Marine Mammals of the Holarctic. 2015. Vol. 2 47
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B 2013 r. HaOMOmEHNA C HaBUTALMOHHOTO MOCTMKA Be-
JIUCD B T€UEHNUE BCETO CBETIOT0 BPEMeHM MapIIpyTa BaXTo-
BbIM MeTo7oM 1o 4-6 yacoB H.I. OBcannkoBbiM u V. SIkoB-
JIeBbIM, ITOMOTA/I/ B HAOMIONEHNUSX, TAKXKe, WICHBI CYLOBOII
KOMaHJIBI Ha BaxTe. BbIcaiku ¢ HaseMHBIM 00C/IeOBaHIEM
mpoBefieHbl Ha ocTpoBax Hosas Cubups (Msic Beicokmit),
Marnsrit JIsixoBckuit (ceBepHbIit 6eper — Mbic Baiirad, ¢ 06-
cefoBaHMeM mobepexxps o yeTbst peku Otoroit), Bosbiroit
JIsaxoBckuit (ceBepo-BOCTOUHBIN Geper), 1 Ha OIOroccKoM
Spe (xouTmHeHTanbHBI Geper SAKyTum). B xome Bbicamok
MIPOBOAMINCH 0OCIeRoBaHMsI GeperoBoil MOMOChL U IpuIe-
raioleii K mo6epeXkpi0 TYHAPI B IIOMCKAX CIEOB XKU3He-
mesiTeNbHOCTH OenbIx MeABefelt. IIpy Bcex mpoxomax cymHa
BIOJIb OEPETOBOIT IIO/IOCH B Ipefenax FOCTATOYHON BUM-
MOCTH, TIPOBOJUIOCH CKaHVMPOBaHNe OGeperoBoil IIOTIOCHI
B OuHOK/IM 12-TM KpaTHOro ysemudeHus. IIpum mpoxopax
4epes JbAbl MIN BOMM3U JIBJIOB, IIPOBOAUIOCH BU3yallb-
HOe CKaHMPOBaHMe /IbJIOB B Ipefenax BupuMoctu. Kpome
COOCTBEHHBIX HAOJIOfIEeHNIT, TONy4YeHbl ONPOCHbIE JJAHHBIE
0 BCTpedaeMocTu Oenbix MepBemeii Ha HoBocnmbupckmx
OCTpPOBaX, a TaKXe (GOTO U BUAEOCHEMKA HEKOTOPBIX 3Be-
peit, ZocTaToYHas /IS UX UAeHTUUKALNK, OT COOPIINKOB
MaMOHTOBBIX OMBHeIT, pabOTAIOLINX €XXETOLHO Ha OCTPOBAx
Anxy (KotenpuoMm, Bkiouas m-oB QameeBckuit u Hopas
Cubups), ot wieHoB akunaxa HIC «Bukrop Byitauiknit»,
n ot B.E. Tymckoro.

B o06a cesoHa perucTpupoBasach BCTPEIAEMOCTb MOP-
CKMX MJIEKOTIUTAIOIIVX [T0 MAPIIPYTy B CBOOOIHBIX OT Ib/IOB
akBaropussx HoBocubupckux octpoBoB u B mope Jlamre-
BbIX 0T Tukcu fo HoBOCHOMPCKUX OCTPOBOB, I B MaCCUBAX
Iperidyommx MeNKOOUTHIX IbJOB CITIOYEHHOCTHIO 3—6 6aI-
JI0B, KPOMKa KOTOpPBIX B 2012 1. 6bU1a BcTpedeHa y 0. len-
pueTTsl, a B 2013 — B akBatopun Mexay o. Hoass Crnbupp
n o. JKoxoBa (KpoMKa MaccuBa HaJBMUIanach C BOCTOKA),
B mponuBe BbraroseuieHckmit u ¢ fora ot o.Hosass Cubups.
Kpome mepeunciieHHBIX PalloHOB BCTPeY JIbIOB OCTA/IbHbIE
aKBaTOpUM apxuIienara O6bIM CBOOOLHBI OT Aperidyomux
JIbJIOB B IIePMOJ HAO/TIOEHMIL.

Pesynprarsl.

B 2012 ropy B o6lieil CTOXHOCTI 3aperiCTPUPOBAHBI
BcTpeun 17 6embix Menserneit (12 1o Bu3yanbHBIM Habofe-
HVSIM U 5 110 JaHHBIM, HOTYYeHHbIM OT GeperoBbIX TPYILI).
Benbie MenBeny Habmonanch Ha 0. HoBas Cubups (1J3ad, 3
ad, 9/1juv), o. YKoxosa (13'ad), o. Tenpuerrsi (13ad, 1 ad),
0. Bunbxunkoro (3 & d'ad), 0. Korenbhbiii (4 38eps, BKmodas
1 d'ad, 9/2ty), o. ®aneeBckuii (1 ad). Ynuranuoctb onpepe-
neHa 1 14 MenBeneit n3 17 Habmomasmuxcs. Bce Mensenn,
BCTpedYeHHBbIE Ha OCTPOBAX, OBUIM HOPMAIbHO MIIY XOPOLIO
ynuTaHHbIMM — KaTeropuu 3 (8 3Bepeit, B T.4. 3 3 d'ad, 2 ad,
u Q/2ty), u 4 (5 sBepeit, B T.4. 1 Jad, 2 ad, 9/1juv) (mo 5-tu
6anbHOI 1mKane). TOMbKO OOMH caMel], HabIomaBIINiicCa
B BOJie ¥ HA MEJIKOOMTOM JIbJy Y OCHOBAaHUs CKall 0. [eHpu-
eTThl 6bU1 TOmMM — KaTteropus 2. CBexue ciensl 6e1oro

In 2013, observations from the navigation bridge
were carried out by N.Ovsyanikov and I. Yakovlev
during all daylight hours every day by a duty watch of
4-6 hours each. Crew members on duty also helped with
observations. Landings with surveys were conducted on
the following islands: Novaya Siberia (Cape Visokyi),
Malyi Lyakhovskyi (Cape Vaigach on the northern coast,
and from the cape to the mouth of the Otogoy River),
Bolshoy Lyakhovskyi (northeastern coast), and on
Oiogosskyi Yar (continental coast of Yakutiya). During
landings, detailed surveys of the shoreline and adjacent
tundra were conducted to look for signs of polar bears.
During all the routes of the ships, the shoreline was
scanned continuously when close enough to the coast to
see with 12X binoculars. During the ships’ routes through
sea ice or along the edge of ice fields, the ice was constantly
scanned. In addition to the author’s own observations,
information on polar bears and photographic and video
records sufficient for the identification of bears were
collected by questioning ivory diggers who worked every
year on the Anzhu Islands (Kotelnyi, Faddevskyi, and
Novaya Siberia), from crew members of m/s «Viktor
Buinitskyi», and from V. E. Tumskoi.

During both seasons, sightings of marine mammals
along the entire route were recorded in ice-free marine
areas of the New Siberian Archipelago and the Laptev Sea,
from Tiksi to the New Siberian Islands, and in drifting
sea ice of 3-6 points of density that was encountered near
Genrietta Island in 2012, and in the Blagoveschenskyi
Strait between Novaya Siberia and Zhohkov islands, and
south of Novaya Siberia Island in 2013.

Results.

In 2012 a total of 17 polar bears were recorded,
including 12 by our visual observations and five reported
by groups on land. Bears were observed on the following
islands: Novaya Siberia (13ad, 3 ad, $/1juv), Zhokhov
(1 ad), Genrietta (18ad, 1 ad), Vilkitskyi (3 dJdad),
Kotelnyi (4 bears, including 1 Jdad, 9/2ty),and Fadeevskyi
(1 ad). A fatness index was determined for 14 of the 17
observed bears. All the bears that were observed on the
islands were category 3 or 4, normal or fat, respectively,
on a 5-point scale. There were eight category 3 bears (3
ddad, 2 ad, @/2ty) and five category 4 bears (1 Jad,
2 ad, ?/1juv). Only one male that was observed in the
water and on broken ice near Genrietta Island was thin
(category 2). Fresh polar bear tracks were found during
a short survey of the southeastern part of Benneta Island.

On Vilkitskyi Island a walrus haulout was found with
about 80 walruses on the beach and a concentration of
walrus groups in the water around the entire island. The
total number of walruses, including those in the haulout,
was estimated as 200-250 animals. On the slopes above
the haulout were three lone adult male bears, one of
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MenBens ObUTM OGHApY>KeHbI Ha 0. beHHeTa, py KpaTKoB-
peMeHHOM 006C/IeIOBAaHNN FOT0-BOCTOYHOIL YaCTU OCTPOBA.

Ha o. BumbKuukoro o6Hapys>keHo nexomuiie Mopskeit 06-
I[eit YICIeHHOCThIo 10 80 0cobeit M KOHI[eHTPALs TPy
MOp)Kelf B BOJie BOKPYT Bcero ocrpopa. Ofmjas 4mcieH-
HOCTb, BKJIIOYas 3aJIeXXKYy, OlleHeHa npumepHo B 200-250
ocobert. Ha ckloHax Hapn sex6uigeM ObUIO 3 OfMHOYHBIX
B3POCIIBIX CaMmila 6e/IbIX MefBefieit, y OFHOTO MO OBIIO MC-
IaYKaHO KPOBBIO 1 KMPOM, Y APYrOro — IepeHue aIlblL.

Ha ceBepHOM 6epery o. HoBast Crubups (yctbe p. Vinun-
FOpsix) Ha 1IsKe 06HAPY>KEHbI TPYIIBI OLHOI KOTIBYATOI He-
PIIBI U OJHOTO JIAXTAaKa, ellle He 0OHaPyKeHHbIe MeIBeHsIMIL.

B 2013 r. HamM¥y 3aperncTpUpOBaHbI B 001IIEN CIOKHOCTI
BCTpeun 14 Genblx MenBefeil, B T.4. 4-X 3Bepeil Habmona-
7 BU3YyajbHO, 1 10 pasHBIX MefiBeNeN 3aperucTpupoBaIn
o ciemam. Vs stux 14-tm Mmenseneli, 7 6pumm Ha 0. HoBas
Cubupsp, 4 — Ha 0. Mansrit JIsxoBckuii, 1- Ha 0. Bonbiuoit
JIsixoBckmit (3mech 06cmenoBaHme KPaTKOBPEMEHHOE U J10-
KanpHoe), 2 — Ha OitorocckoMm Spe. Bee 3apeructpupoBan-
Hble 3Bepu 6pUTM ofmHOYHBIMU (B T.4. 11 ad,3 subad — mo
pasMepy CIefioB), iBa CIefia CPeHero pasMepa LI BMeCTe.
MenBepert nnu cBexe C/Iefbl UX IPUCYTCTBUSI PETUCTPUPO-
BaJIM Ha BCeX 00C/IeJOBAaHHBIX B MECTAX BBICAJIOK OCTPOBAX.
Kpowme aroro, ot miogeit, paboraBmux Ha o-Bax Hosas Cu-
6upb u KotenproM (Bko4ast m-oB OameeBCKuit), OTyYeHbI
JaHHBIE O PETUCTPALNY B T€UeHNe TeTHe-OCEHHEIo Ce30Ha
(c11.07. 1m0 28.09.) B 00111€11 CTOXXHOCTHU 35 OEIBbIX MeIBENEN,
B TOM 4ucre 16 MeqBesielt Habmonanu BU3yanpHo, 19 3ape-
TUCTPUPOBAHO IO CIefiaM. B ToM wicre, 6110 3aperucTpu-
POBaHO 3 CeMENHBIX TPYIIIBI C MEBEXaTaMU-CErOeTKaMU
(Bcero — 7 3Bepeii, 13 HUX 2 ceMbl HaOMORANN BU3YaJIbHO,
OfiHY — 1O crefam). VI3 atux 35 menBepeit, 20 Obin 3apern-
cTpupoBassl Ha 0. HoBast Cubups, 15 — Ha 0. KoTenpHblit.

Takum obpaszom, obiiee KOMMYECTBO MefBemeli, 3ape-
rucTpupoBaHHbix Ha HoBocubupckmx octpoBax B 2013 T
(cobcTBenHbIe HAOMIOEHNUS I ONIPOCHBIE CBENEHMSI), COCTa-
BITO 49 XMBOTHBIX, B TOM 4nciie 20 Hab/IIOfamu BU3yanbHO
u 29 3aperncTpUupoBaHO IO ClAefaM. YIUTAaHHOCTD OIpefie-
NeHa st 9-TU MefBefielt, BKIo4asi HabMogaBIIMX s ¥ IPOC-
MOTPEHHbIX 10 (POTO/BUAEO 3AMUCAM — Y 7-MM, BKIIOUAs
@/2 juv — yIMTaHHOCTD KaTeropuiu 3, y 2-X — Kareropun 4.
[TaBmx 6ebIX MenBeneil He HaXOMUIN.

B 2013 roga 3aMeTHOE IPUCYTCTBUE OEIBIX MeBEnEl OT-
MedeHO Ha Bcex 06cenoBaHHbIX ocTpoBax AHXY (Koters-
Hb11 1 HoBast Crbupb, n3-3a 1€[0BOi 06CTAHOBKM 1 IITOP-
Ma He yHanoch 06cmenoBars ocTpoB benbkoBckmit), Ha Ma-
oM u bonpmioMm JIAXOBCKMX 0-BaX, a TaKKe — Ha KOHTU-
HEHTAJIbHOM ITobepexbe, OmypKarinieM K JIIXOBCKUM O0CTpo-
BaM — OitorocckoM fpe. Hanbornpiuass akTMBHOCTD 6enbIx
MefiBefieit 3apeructpupoBaHa Ha o. HoBas Cubups (Ha mbice
Beicokuii, Ha ceBEpHOM 1 BOCTOYHOM feperax oCTpoBa); Ha
o. KorenpbHblit (Ha ceBepHOM U 3amagHOM bGeperax, 0cobeH-
HO — B paiioHe 6yxta Hepmmubss — Msic [JypHoii), Ha o.

which had a face stained with blood and blubber, and
another had forepaws stained in blood.

On the northern coast of Novaya Siberia Island, on
the beach at the mouth of the Ilin-Yuryakh River, the
carcasses of one ringed seal and one bearded seal were
found that had not been touched by polar bears yet.

In 2013 we recorded a total of 14 polar bears,
including four that were observed visually, and ten
different bears that were recorded from tracks. Of these
14 bears, seven were on Novaya Siberia Island, four on
Malyi Lyakhovskyi Island, one on Bolshoy Lyakhovskyi
Island (the survey was very short and local), and two on
Oigosskyi Yar. All recorded bears were lone animals,
including 11 adults and three subadults as determined
by the size of their foot prints. Two lines of tracks
with medium-sized prints led in the same direction and
were possibly one bear that followed another shortly
afterwards, or two bears that travelled together. Polar
bears or their fresh tracks were observed at all sites
surveyed during landings.

In addition to our observations, people who had
been working on Novaya Siberia and Kotelnyi islands
(including Fadeevskyi) during the summer-autumn
season (from 11.07 through 28.09.) provided records of
35 polar bears, including 16 observed visually and 19
recorded by tracks. Among these 35 bears there were
three family groups with cubs-of-the-year (COY); two
families were observed visually, and one by its tracks.
The total number of bears in the family groups was
seven. Of the 35 bears, 20 were recorded on Novaya
Siberia Island, and 15 on Kotelnyi Island.

Thus, the total number of polar bears recorded on the
New Siberian Islands during 2013 (personal observations
and data from interviewed people) was 49 bears that
included 20 observed visually and 29 recorded by tracks.
The fatness index was determined for nine bears from
visual observations or from photo or video records. Of
these bears, seven — including 9/2 juv (COY) — were
category 3 (normal), and two were category 4 (fat). No
dead polar bears were found.

In 2013 the noticeable presence of polar bears was
recorded at the two surveyed Anzhu islands, Kotelnyi and
Novaya Siberia; due to the ice and weather conditions
we could not get to Belkovskyi Island. Obvious signs
of bears were also on Malyi and Bolshoy Lyakhovskyi
islands, and on the continental shore on Oiogosskyi
Yar nearest the Lyakhovskie islands. The highest polar
bear activity was recorded on Novaya Siberia Island
(the eastern and northern coasts of Cape Visokyi); on
Kotelnyi Island (northern and western coasts, particularly
in the area from Nerpichiya Bay to Cape Durnoi), and
on Malyi Lyakhovskyi Island (the northern coast from
Cape Vaigach to the Otogoi River and lake). On Novaya
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Marnsrit JIsxoBckuit (ceBepHblit 6eper ot Mbica Baiirau o
pekn u osepa Otoroii). Ha ocrpoBax Hosas Cubups, Ko-
Te/IbHbI M Marbiii JIAXOBCKUIT MBI 3apeTrMCTPUPOBAIIN, YTO
6estble MeTBERM UAYT B IIOVCKAX KOPMa He TOMIBKO IT0 6epery
MOpsi, HO YXOZAT B TYHAPY BO BHYTPEHHIE PAilOHBI.

Ha octpoBe KotenbHslil ObITI0 3aperncTpUpPOBAHO He-
CKOJIBKO CITy4aeB OXOTbI 6e/IbIX MefiBefielt Ha IEMMIHTOB M-
TeM packambiBaHus ux HOp (A. [IIBapoB, mepcoHanbHOE CO-
o6enne). Ha o. HoBast Cubups Habrofascs cnydvait, Korga
MeJBefib OTKATWUI TsDKe/Ioe OPeBHO IIABHUKA, IO KOTOPbIM
npsaranuch memmuarn (V. JIyiieHKo, mepcoHaabHOE CO06-
menne). Takum o6pasom, Ha HoBocubupckux octposax, be-
7ible MefiBeay MCIIONb3YI0T B KOPM JIEMMMHIOB TaK K€, KaK
MBI HaOMIOaIM 9TO Ha OCTpOBe BpaHresnsa B rombl BHICOKOIT
4KC/IeHHOCTH IpbI3yHOB (MeHrouHa, OBCIHMKOB, 2012).

3HaYNTeIbHBIN MHTEepeC MpeNcTaBAeT BCTpeya ceMeli-
HOJI TpynIbl B MOpe JIanTeBbIX, B OTKPBITOM Mope @ 78.30N
112.59E 6.09.2013 — @/1juv, yuuTaHHOCTD 3, HAGTIONAICH
u cHATHI Ha Bupieo ¢ HOC «Bukrop byitHuiknmit» mibiByum-
MU B OTKPBITOM MOp€ ~ B 20 M. MUJIAX OT /IbJOB 1 > 60 M.
mub ot 6epera. ITnbuin Ha C-3, MeBE>KOHOK 3aj1e3 Ha CIIN-
Hy MaTepu. B MoMeHT BcTpeun oHM Haxomunuch k C-B ot
6epera Taiimblpa, 6myoxaitimit octpos Bosmpioit Ha paccro-
SIHUM> 65 M. MUJIb, 0. ITpombIcioBbIl — 90 M.MWJIb, OCTPOB
Marnsrit TasiMeip ~ 70 M.MWIb, 6eper MaTepuka >80 M.MUJIb.
Kpomka 108 6bi1a B 910 Bpems Ha 78.40N — 78.50N.
(I BorganoB — 2-11 mrypmad HOC «Buxtop ByitHuikmit»,
[epCOHaIbHOE COO01IeHNe U TIPEfOCTaBIeHHAs BUCOCHEM-
Ka). DT MelBeAy He YUMTBIBAINCh HAMIU B OOIIell OljeHKe
BcTped it HoBoCcHO6MpCKix 0CTPOBOB.

B xope MOpckux MapupyTHbIX Habmogernit 2013 r. 3a-
PETMCTPUPOBAHO B OO1IIEN CITOXHOCTHU 48 KOMBYATHIX HEPIIL.
Bce Hep1bl 661V BCTpedeHbI B aKBATOPUY HA MOJIOZOM JIBLY
VTN B BOJIe OKOJIO TTOJIelt GIMHYATOrO /Ib/ja, C BKIIYEHUSIMI
TbIVH 13 CMEP3IINXCS OCKOIKOB, M Ha cepoM Humace. JIpy-
I'VIX BUJIOB MOPCKMX MJIEKOIIMTAIOMIMX B XOfie BCell IKCIIeau-
iy 2013 1. He HaOIIOMAIIN.

3akmroueHue.

3a Ba ce30Ha MOTy4YeHbl JAHHbIE 0 perucTpanyy Ha Ho-
BOCHMOMPCKUX OCTPOBaX BCTPed 66 OebIX MegBenelt, BKI0-
Yas OJVHOYHBIX CAMI[OB U CAMOK, 1 CEMEiTHbIe IPYIIIbL. Bee
OCTpOBa apXuIle/lara, BK/II4as ero 1KHYyI0 4acTb — Maiiblin
u bonpmioi JIAXoBCKMe, aKTMBHO ITOCEMIAIOTCS UM UCIOb-
3yl0TCst GenbIMM MeABeAsIMU B IIePUOAbI MCUE3HOBEHNS
MOpcKux mpaoB. Takum o6pasom, HoBocubupckue octpo-
Ba CITyXaT BaXXHBIM pedyrnyMoM, B KOTOPOM HacTh GebIx
menBepeit LlentpansHo-CubmpCcKoit HOMy/Isny epeXxuBa-
10T KPUTUYECKNUE [/l HUX CE30HBI MICYE3HOBEHMA MOPCKMX
NbIOB B 30He KOHTMHEHTambHOro urenbda. Haxopsach Ha
OCTpPOBaX MHOTVE MEIBENN MOTYT COXPAHATb HOPMA/IbHYIO
YIUTaHHOCTD. DTO MO3BOJISIET IIPEAIIONAraTh, 4YTO B Hepero-
BBIX I TYHJIPOBBIX 9KocucTeMax HoBOCcHOMpCcKmx ocTpoBOB
6erble MefBeY HAXOAAT ZOCTATOUHOE I/ COXPAaHEHMS 310-

Siberia, Kotelnyi, and Malyi Lyakhovskyi islands we
found that polar bears walk in search of food not only
along the shore, but also travel inland to the tundra. On
Kotelnyi Island several instances were recorded of polar
bears hunting lemmings by digging into lemming dens
(A, Shvarov, personal communication). On Novaya
Siberia Island one case was observed in which a polar
bear rolled away a heavy driftwood log, under which
lemmings were hiding, to catch lemmings (I. Lucenko,
personal communication). Thus, on the New Siberian
Islands polar bears use lemmings for food the same way
we observed they do on Wrangel Island during years
of high lemming numbers (Menyushina, Ovsyanikov,
2012).

Of special interest was a sighting of a family group
in the Laptev Sea that was observed swimming in open
water at 78.30 N, 112.59 E on 6 September 2013. It was a
female of category 3 fatness condition with one COY. They
were observed and video filmed from the m/s «Viktor
Buinitskyi» swimming in ice-free sea approximately 20
NM from the edge of drifting sea ice and more than 60
NM from the nearest land. The female was swimming
northwestward with the cub hanging atop her back. At
the time they were observed they were northeast of the
Taimir Peninsula and the nearest land was Bolshoi Island
that was over 65 NM distant. Distances to other solid
ground was 90 NM to Promislovyi Island, about 70 NM
to Malyi Taimir Island, and over 80 NM to the continental
coast. The nearest pack ice edge at the time was between
78.40 N and 78.50 N (G. Bogdanov, second navigator of
m/s «Viktor Buinitskyi», personal communication and
video recording). This family group is not included in
our estimate of bear records of the New Siberian Islands
because they were outside range the study area.

In the course of our marine route observations in
2013 a total of 48 ringed seals were recorded. All seals
were observed in the sea on young ice or in the water near
fields of pancake ice with inclusions of compressed frozen
pieces of young ice, and on grey nilas. Other marine
mammals were not observed during the 2013 expedition.

Conclusion.

During two expedition seasons we collected and
received data on sightings and tracks of 66 polar bears,
including lone males and females, and family groups. All
islands of the archipelago, including the southernmost
islands Malyi and Bolshoy Lyakhovskye, are actively
visited and used as habitats by polar bears during ice-
free seasons. Thus, the New Siberian Islands serve as
important refugia for some of the bears from the Central-
Siberian population that survive critical seasons of ice
disappearance from the zone of the continental shelf in
this sector of the Arctic. The observation that many polar
bears retain their normal physical condition while on the
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POBbsI KOIMYECTBO 3aMEIIAOIIUX KOPMOB, KOIIa He MOTYT OXO-
TUTBCSA HA JIBJAX.

OpHUM 3 UCTOYHMKOB KOpMa [isl Ge/bIXx MefiBefiell B Iie-
PMOZ KVM3HM Ha OCTPOBAX CIY>KUT MOPXK. B Xofe akcremuium
OBLIN MOMyYeHBI CBUMIETENBLCTBA TOTO, YTO HA OCTPOBAX AHXY
u Jle JloHra 6enble MeBeRM COOMPAIOTCSI OKOMIO OEPETOBBIX JTEX-
Ou1I] MOpPOKelT 1 KOPMSATCS Ha HuX. YCTaHOBJICHO, TAKXKe, YTO Ha
HoBocubupckux octpoBax 6enble MegBeny aKTMBHO UCIIONb-
3yIOT He TO/bKO Oeperosble, HO U TYHAPOBblE MECTOOOUTAHMS
BHYTPEHHMX PailOHOB, MUTAsACh TAaKMMU He TUNMYHBIMU MIs
HMX BUJAMM JOOBIYM, KaK TEMMVHTY, KOIZIa YMCTIEHHOCTD IPbI-
3YHOB B TYHZIpe BbicoKa. Kojibuarasi Hepra — OCHOBHast fo6bI4a
OesbIX MeBefeil — MHOTOYMCIEHHA B akBatopuyt HoBocubup-
CKMX OCTPOBOB. B xofme Habmiomennit 6blIa 3aperncTpupoBaHa
BBICOKas BCTPEUaeMOCTb KOJIbYATON HEpPIIbl B aKBATOPUM apXu-
IeJIara ¢ Ha4yajoM IOsIB/IEHNST MOJIOZOTO /Ibfia (HUIac).

[Tpob6rema 6pakorbepcTBa Ha Oenbix MenBereit Ha HoBocn-
OUPCKMX OCTPOBAX CYLeCTBYeT. I10 OIPOCHBIM CBefleHNAM, Ha
apxmIlesar B HaCTosIlee BpeMst IMeeT MeCTO BBICOKIIT YPOBEHb
OpakoHbepcTBa Ha 6ebIx MeBefelt. [To momy4eHHbIM CBeIeHN -
aM, B 2012 ropy Ha ocTpoBax AHXY paborano npumepHo 500
«4EepHBIX KOIIaTeJlel» — HeJIeTaIbHbIX COOPIIMKOB MaMOHTO-
BBIX OVMBHeIT, KOTOpbIE [OOBIBAIOT BCE, YTO MOXKET OKYIIUTh UX
ce3on Ha HoBocnbupcknx ocrpoBax. Kpome MaMOHTOBOIT KO-
CTH MX B IIEPBYIO OYepelb MHTepecyeT Oenblil MeABenb (pagu
IIKYP, MsICa U APYTOIt IPORYKIMU — UCIIONB3YETCs BCe, Ha YTO
€CTb CIPOC Ha YePHOM PBIHKE) ¥ MOPKOBbII KIIBIK.

B nensax obecneuenns 3¢deKTMBHOI OXpaHbI GebIX Men-
Beflelt 1 COXPaHEeHUs] YHUKAIBHOTO 1 BBICOKO YSI3BMMOTO IIPU-
porHoro xomirekca HoBOCHMOMPCKMX OCTPOBOB, HEOOXOAMMO
peannsoBath pekoMeHAoBaHHOe Pycckum Teorpaduueckum
OO61iecTBOM U TOAJEP)KaHHOE PANOM POCCHUIICKMX HayYHBIX
MHCTUTYTOB co3faHye Ha HoBOCMOMPCKMX OCTPOBax U B IpU-
JIeraolieil K apXulienary MOpCKoit akBaTopuu ocobo oxpaHsie-
MOIt IPUPORHOI TeppuTopun efepaabHOro cTaTyca. Boicokuil
YPOBEHb IIPUCYTCTBUS U aKTMBHOCTHU O€/IbIX MefBefell B HK-
HOI1 4acTy apxuIienara — Ha JIIXOBCKUX OCTPOBaX, IIOKa3bIBaeT
UX BBICOKYIO 3HAYMMOCTb [is Ge/lbIX MefBeneil M Heobxomu-
MocTb BKmoueHns: B coctaB OOIIT.

BIIATOOJAPHOCTU

Pabora mpoBefeHa B paMKax KOMIUIEKCHOM 3KCIENUIINIA
Pycckoro Teorpadpmueckoro O6mectBa na HoBocubupckue
octpoBa npu ¢puHaHCOBOM 0becmevennu PI'O.

islands suggests that they find sufficient alternative
food resources to maintain their health in the coastal
and tundra ecosystems of the New Siberian islands
when they cannot hunt on sea ice.

One of main food sources for stranded polar
bears is walrus. In course of the expeditions we
found evidence that on Anzhu and De Long islands,
polar bears gather at walrus coastal haulouts and
feed on walruses. It was also confirmed that polar
bears actively use not only coastal, but also inland
tundra ecosystems and feed on such atypical prey as
lemmings when lemming numbers are high. Ringed
seal, the main polar bear prey, is abundant in the
marine area of the New Siberian islands, and in course
of our observations a high frequency of ringed seals
was recorded in the marine area of the archipelago
with the onset of the appearance of young ice.

The problem of poaching polar bears on the New
Siberian Islands does exist. According to information
from respondents, the level of polar bear poaching on
the archipelago is high. In 2012, on the Anzhu Islands,
about 500 illegal ivory diggers were working who also
collect anything that may be profitable. In addition to
mammoth ivory, they are interested in walrus tusks
and polar bears for skins, meat, and other products
that may be demanded on the black market.

In order to provide for the effective protection and
conservation of polar bears and the unique and highly
vulnerable ecosystems of the New Siberian Islands, it
is necessary to establish the entire archipelago and
surrounding marine area as a federally designated
protected natural area. This is the recommendation of
experts and is supported by the Russian Geographical
Society and some Russian scientific institutions. The
high incidence and activity of polar bears in the
southern part of the archipelago, in the Lyakhovskye
Islands, show their importance as polar bear habitats
and the necessity to include them into the protected
natural area.
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V3BecTHBII [0 HACTOAILLETO BpeMEHM JIETHUII ape-
aJl YYKOTCKO-Ka/M(OPHUIICKON IOMY/IANVM CEPOro KUTa
(Eschrichtius robustus, Lilljeborg 1861) B ApxTuke pacmpo-
CTpaHAeTCS Ha 3aIlaf] O AKBaTOPMUM BOCTOYHOI 9acTy Boc-
TOYHO-CHOMPCKOro MOPsT BKIIOUNTEBHO — IPUMEPHO [0
174° B.1. (Rice, 1998). 3axonpl OTHENBHBIX 0CO6EN Mablie
Ha 3aIlafl peruCcTPUpPOBAINCD B paitoHe ycTbs peku Kompima
(Borocmosckast, 2002), B 3amagHoit vactu Boctouno-Cubup-
cKoro Mopsa Mexxgpy 153°B.x. u 158°.1. (Illmak u pp., 2013),
atu gonrorsl onpegenensl O. Illnmax (Illmak u ap., 2013) mo
KapTo-cxeMe B my6imkanuy Marumosa ¢ coapropamu (Ma-
THUIIOB U Jp., 2000). ITocmenusis, [o HaMX HaOMIOEHMI,
BCTpeYa Ceporo KUTa 3alajHee M3BECTHOIO paHee apeasna
6pu1a saperncrpuposana O.Illmax 23.09.2011r. B Mope
JlanTeBbIX, MpuMepHO B 90 KM 3amajHee CEBEPHONM 4acTu
0-Ba KoTenpHbIT — gBa KMTa ObUIM 3aMedYeHbl B 1.5 KM K 3a-
Iajy OT TOYKM MeCTOHaxoxpeHmsa cygHa («Mwuxamn Co-
MOB») ¢ KoopguHaTamu 76°06.8' c.u1., 134°47.5' B.1j. 1 mym
Ha BocToK (IImak u gp., 2013).

B HacToseM cooOLIeHNy TPUBOASATCS HOBbIE JAHHBIE
0 BCTpeYax CephIX KUTOB B aKBaTOpuy oCTpoBOB [le Jlonra
B aBrycte 2012 ropa. Hamm HaOIIONEeHN ClelaHbl B XOJIe K-
crrepunuy Pycckoro Teorpagmueckoro Obmecrsa Ha Hoo-
CcubMpCKMe OCTPOBA. ITa HKCIIEANINS Obl/Ia KOMITIEKCHOIA,
OHa BK/II0YaJIa IPOJIO/DKUTEIbHYI0 PAaOOTy Ha3eMHBIX IPYIIII
Ha ocTpoBax bomnbmoit JIaxosckmit, Korenbusii, Hoas Cn-
6vpp u DameeBCKuMil, KPAaTKOBPEMEHHBIE BBICAKM C 0OCITe-
moBaHMAMU Ha ocTpoBax JKoxoBa u bennera, o6cmenoBanme
pUOPEXHOIT 30HBI OCTPOBA Bumbknikoro ¢ mogox 6e3 Bbi-
CaJIOK ¥ HeIpepbIBHbIE MOPCKYE HAOMIOEHUs B XOfie BCETO
MapIIpyTa CyAHa. 3ajjadeil MOPCKMX HabmofieHNi Obina pe-
TUCTpanysa BCTpEY MOPCKUX MJIEKOIIUTAKIINX B aKBaTOpU-
AX HOBOCI/I6I/IPCKI/IX OCTPOBOB C LIENIbIO OLJ€HKM MX BULOBOTO
COCTaBa, YaCTOTBI BCTPEYAEMOCTU U pacHpefeneHud. K-

At present, the known summer range of the Chukchi-
Californian population of Gray whale (Eschrichtius robus-
tus, Lilljeborg 1861) in the Arctic is extending westward
to the eastern part of the East-Siberian Sea, to approxi-
mately 174° E (Rice, 1998). Penetrations of single whales
farther west have been registered in the area adjacent to
the mouth of the Kolima River (Bogoslovskaya 2002),
and in the western part of the East-Siberian Sea between
153°E and 158°E (Shpak et al.,, 2013). These last longi-
tudes were calculated by O. Shpak (Shpak et al., 2013)
from a chart published by Matishov and co-authors (Ma-
tishov et al., 2000). Previously, before our observations, a
sighting of Gray whales west of the earlier known location
was made by O. Shpak on July 23, 2011 in the Laptev Sea,
approximately 90 km to the west from the northern side
of Kotelnyi Island. Two whales, moving eastward, were
sighted within 1.5 km to the west from the position of the
ship (m/s «Mikhail Somov») with coordinates 76°06.8' N,
134°47.5" E (Shpak et al., 2013).

In this report we present new data on observations of
Gray whales in the marine area of the De Long Islands in
August 2012. Our observations were made in the course
of a Russian Geographical Society expedition to the New
Siberian Islands. This expedition was a complex one and
included long hours of work on land by groups on Bolshoy
Lyakhovskyi, Kotelnyi, Novaya Siberia, and Fadeevskyi
islands, short-duration survey landings on Zhokhov and
Bennet islands, boat surveys of waters adjacent to Vil-
kitskyi Island, and continuous observations from the ship
along the entire route during all hours of light. The objec-
tive of our observations was recording marine mammal
sightings in the marine area of the New Siberian Islands
to identify species and to record the frequency of occur-
rence and distribution. The expedition was carried out
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