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3umoii 2015-2016 r. 3anoBeanukoMm «Kypunbckuit» Oblia
MpEANPUHSTA NONBITKA MOHUTOPUHTA cUBy4el (Eumetopias
Jjubatus) y octpoBoB Kynanmp u [llukoran. B netHuit nepu-
0J] CUBYYH JiepKaTcs y CeBEpPHOI okoHeuHocTH 0. Kynammmp
Ha octpoBke [Iuko. Ha Manoit Kypunbsckoii rpsne cuByueit
MOXHO BCTPETHTh B IpymIe OCTPOBKOB OCKOJIKH, IJe HX
HaOmonamu u erom 2015 r. B npenpiynme rojs! cuByden
B BOJIE BUJIEJIN BJIOJIb CEBEPO-3aIaJHOro0 nodepexbs o. Ky-
Hammp ¥ o. lllukoran, a Takke Ha ceBepe o. TaH(puiIbEBa
(Hesenomckasi, 2007) (puc. 1).

B paccmarpuBaemblii iepuos mepBoe cooOIiieHne 006 oceH-
HeM MpeObIBAaHNY CHBYUEH Y F0XKHBIX KypHIIbCKHX OCTPOBOB
65u10 TIOTy4eHo 17 centsiOps 2015 r, xorma ObUT 3aMedeH
1 cuByu B Oyxte [onoBHHHA (THXOOKEaHCKOE MOOEPEXKbE 0.
Kynamup). OH men Broib HEHTPAIBHOW HAaNpaBiIMIOIIEi
CTaBHOTO HeBOJIA. 28 OKTAOPS HAa OXOTOMOPCKOM MOOEPEKbE
0. Kynammp Opin Haiimen Tpyn cuByda. Crienyromiie coo0-
mieHns 6butn momy4deHs! ¢ o. [llukoran, roe 14—15 HOsAOps
Ha M. YIJIOBOH (ceBepo-3amagHasi OKOHEYHOCTh OCTpPOBA)
HabOromany 10 22 >KMUBOTHBIX Ha Oepery.

JleiicTBUTENPHO 3UMHIE HaOMONeHUS cuBy4ei Bo3ie o. Ky-
HaIIp HadaJIMCh C cOOOMmEeHus oT paboTHHKa nupca HOx-
HO-Kypmiibckoro perookoMOuHaTa, rae ¢ 24 nexabps 2015
r. o 16 suBaps 2016 1. nepxanoch Mopsaka 7 *KHUBOTHBIX.
CuBy4n COMPOBOXIAIN KOpaOIlM, MOAXOAMBIINE K TIHPCY,
a TaKke HE MOKWAAIM pailoH MHpca, Korna Kopabmeil He
6but0. C 31 stHBaps Havajcs €XEAHEBHBI MOHUTOPUHT CH-
Byu€il BO3JIe MasKa, TaK)KE HAXOAALIETOCS B YepTe MOCEIKa
1OxnO0-Kyprmiick. Y ppIOOKOMOMHAT, M Masik HaXOZATCS Ha
Meice HOxHO-Kypunbckuii, paccTossHHE MEXIy HHUMHU IO-
psaka 2 kM. Y Masika CUBY4H JIepKaJuch 1o 17 mapTa, Bcero
37 nuei. MakcumallbHasl YUCIEHHOCTh WX MpUIUIAach Ha 27
u 28 ¢eBpans, Korma BCEro HaOMOnanoch 47 KUBOTHBIX B
JByX rpymmax. Ecim y peiOOkoMOMHATa CHBYYH MTPOSIBIISIIH
MUILEBOE MOBEJECHUE, TO Y MasKa — OTABIX, COLIMAIbHYIO aK-

Staff from the Kurilskiy reserve monitored Steller sea
lions (Eumetopias jubatus) in the islands of Kunashir
and Shikotan in winter 2015-2016. In summer sea
lions appear at the northern end of Kunashir on the
island of Pico. On the Lesser Kuril Ridge Steller sea
lions can be found in the group of islands Oskolki,
where they were observed in the summer of 2015. In
previous years, sea lions were found in the water along
the northwest coast of Kunashir and on Shikotan, as
well as north of Tanfil’ev (Nevedomskaya, 2007)

(Fig. 1).

During the period of this review, the first report
regarding visits of sea lions at the southern Kuril
Islands was received September 17, 2015, when a
single sea lion was observed in Golovnin Bay (on the
Pacific Coast of Kunashir). He was seen following
along the center guide of fixed nets. In October 28
on the Okhotsk coast of Kunashir a Steller sea lion
was found dead. The next reports were obtained from
Shikotan, where 22 animals were reported close to
the shore of Uglovoy Cape (north-western tip of the
island) in November 14-15.

Indeed, winter observations of sea lions near Kunashir
began with a report from a pier worker of the South-
Kuril Fish factory, where from December 24, 2015 to
January 16, 2016, about 7 animals were observed. Sea
lions followed ships that were headed to the pier, and
did not leave the area near the pier even when there
were no ships. Daily monitoring of sea lions began
in January 31 near the lighthouse located within the
boundaries of the village of Yuzhno-Kurilsk. The
distance between the fish factory and the lighthouse
located at Cape Yuzhno-Kurilsk, is about 2 km. At the
lighthouse, sea lions were observed until 17 March,
i.e. total of 37 days. Maximum number was 27 and
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Pucynok 1. Mecra Betpeun cuByueit B aksatopuu I0sxnbIx Kypun

Figure 1. Locations where Steller sea lions were observed

THBHOCTH, 3aKIIIOYAIOIIYIOCS B PEBE, IIABAHUU ILUIOTHON
TPYTIION, CIUSTHUM U pa3feleHny OOJbIION IPYIIBI Ha He-
CKOJIIbKO MaJIbIX, OPUEHTHPOBOYHOE MOBeAcHHE. [IBa pasa
HaOII0aIM MHUIIEBYI0 AaKTUBHOCTH, KOT/A JKUBOTHBIE HBI-
psuH, Y HEKOTOPBIX B 3y0ax Oblia poIoa.

on 28 February at least 47 animals were observed in
two groups together. Near the Fish factory sea lions
displayed eating behavior and near the lighthouse
they exhibited rest and social activities consisting
of roars, swimming in tight groups, merger and
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Tabnmma 1. IpountanHsie TaBpo cuByUeil 3a 3uMHe-BeceHHNH nepuon 2016 1. y octpoBoB Kynammp u lnkoran

Table 1. Read Brand number of Steller sea lions for the winter-spring period in 2016 the islands of Kunashir and

Shikotan
O. Kynamup O. llnxoran
Kunashir Isl. Shikotan Isl.
Jlata HadawoneHust Taspo JlaTa Ha0moneHust ;?:Eg
Observe data Brand number Observe data
number

7.02 2786 7.03, 26.03 2192
19.02 b126 8.03, 28-30.03, 17.04-19.04 C754
28.02 b166 26.03, 28-29.03;13.04 Co12
28.02 J777 4.04 B854
28.02 PO017 6.4 2952
28.02 C961

C 11 ¢espans u 1o 10 Mas MbI MOJTyYaad COOOMICHUS OT
Harrero uHcnekropa ¢ [llukorana, u3 0yxrtsl Kpabosas, rae
y mupca prI0OKOMOMHATA JIEPIKATUCh CUBYYH, KaK MPABUIIO
JIByMs TpymiaMu. MakcuMaabHOE KOJIMYECTBO HaOIronae-
MBIX JKUBOTHBIX ObLTO 45 ¢ 10 mo 15 mapra. CuByuu aubo
AKTUBHO TIUTAJIKCH PBIOOH, MOAXOMAIICH 38 pPHIOHBIMHU OTXO-
JTaMH, BBIOPACHIBACMBIME PHIOOKOMOMHATOM B OyXTy (yaa-
JI0Ch cpoTorpadupoBaTh OTHO )KUBOTHOE, B TACTU KOTOPOTO
OBLT MOPCKOM OKYHB), TUOO OTIBIXAH — JIC)Ka Ha TIOBEPXHO-
CTH BOJIbI IOOJIAJIb OT IHPCa, KOT/Ia 3aBOJI HE padoTal ik He
OBLTO KOpabJICii ¢ PHIOOH.

006006112 JaHHBIE, TOTYYEHHBIE 32 0ceHb U 3uMy 2015-2016
IT., MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO JOJIBIIIE BCETO M OOJIBIIE BCETO JKH-
BOTHBIX HaOmromamu B 3 Toukax: y mmpca FOxuHO-Kypmis-
cKoro peIOOKOMOWHaTa u Maska (0. Kynammp), a Taxke y
mupca KpaboszaBoackoro perbokomOunara (o. [lukoran).
CBs3b MKy TPYIIIIaMH )KUBOTHBIX B 9THX TPEX TOUKAX Ha-
OroneHnit OOHAPYKHUTH HE yIAJI0Ch: BO-TIEPBBIX, OBLIN JTHH,
KOT/Ia )KMBOTHBIX HE HAONIONAIH HU B OJHOW U3 3THX TOYEK
WY, HA00OPOT, )KUBOTHBIX MOIVIN HaOIIOaTh cpasy BO BCEX
TpeX TOYKAX; B-TPETHHX, YAAIOCH UICHTH(OUINPOBATH HO-
Mepa JKUBOTHBIX (Tabmuma 1), rae BuaHo, uto y Kynammpa u
IlIukoTaHa AepKaIUCh pa3HbIe 0COOH.

OpnHako HallM HAOMIONEHHs HE MCKIII0YAIOT TOTO, YTO CH-
BYYH MOIJIM NI€pEMEIIAThCs MEXKY OCTPOBAMHU, TaK KakK IO
COOOIIEHUIO SITIOHCKUX KOJUIET, CHBYY 1101 HOMepoM B854,
3aperucTpupoBaHHbId y 0. [llukoTaH, OBUT 3aMeYeH y BOC-
TOYHOTO TTOOepexbs m-Ba CupeToko (0. XOKKaiI0) B KOHIIE
nexabpst 2015 — B Hawane sHBaps 2016 1.

division of a large group into several smaller groups,
and tentative behavior. Twice feeding activity was
observed when the animals dove and had some fish
in their mouths.

From February 11 until May 10 we received reports
from our inspector at Shikotan, where two groups
of sea lions lived in Krabovaya Bay near the Fish
Processing factory pier. The maximum number of
animals observed was 45 from 10 to 15 March. Sea
lions actively fed on fish (e.g. sea bass) or they ate
fish waste emitted the Fish Processing factory in the
bay or they rested on the surface at a distance from
the pier when the factory was not operating or when
there were no ships with fish in the bay.

The autumn and winter data allows us to conclude
that the greatest number of Steller sea lions and
period of their observation correspond to the three
instances described above: 2 on Kunashir (Pier of
Yuzhno-Kurilskiy Fish factory and the lighthouse)
and 1 on Shikotan (Pier of Krabozavodskoy Fish
factory). Connection between Kunashir and Shikotan
animals groups was not detected: firstly, there were
days when the animals were not observed in any
of these locations, or alternatively, animals may be
observed directly at all three locations; secondly,
identifying animals that had brand numbers (Table
1) showed that Kunashir and Shikotan groups were
different animals.
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CnenyeTr oTMeTHTbh, uTo 10 2015 . MaccoBble CKOMICHUS
cuByuYell B 3UMHUII mepuop Bosie ocTpoBoB KyHammup u
ukoran He Hadbmonanu. o 2007 r. cuBydeil BUAenu B
HosiOpe-stHBape y M. MBanoBckuii u M. IIpacornosa (0. Ky-
HaIlmp), B siHBape y M. YrioBo# (o. lllukoran) u B Hauane
¢deBpans y M. MBaHoBckuit (0. 3enensiit) (puc. 1). Snon-
CKH€ KOJUIETH KOHCTaTHUPYIOT, YTO Ha IMPOTSKEHUH MOCTIeN-
HUX JECATUIETHUH KOJIMYECTBO CUBYYEH M JUIMTEIHLHOCTH
UX 3UMOBKH Ha ceBepe 0. Xokkaiino yBenuuusaercs. [Ipu
9TOM IPOUCXOIUT IepepaclpeieIeHUe KUBOTHBIX MEXIy
3aJIe)KKaMi B CBSI3M C HaMEPEHHBIM OECIIOKOHCTBOM HX
JIIOIBMH KaK >KHBOTHBIX, NPHHOCSIIUX YOBITKH PBIOOJIOB-
ctBy Snonuun (Xaropu u ap., 2010). bonee Toro, Makcu-
MaJIbHasi YHCIIEHHOCTh CUBY4Yel y OeperoB XoKkaigo oT-
Meuaetcs B peBpane (Xaropu u ap., 2010), a y Kynammupa
n llIukorana — B KoHIE (eBpaist — IEpBOU MOJIOBUHE Map-
ta. HaOntosenue oiHOrO U TOTO K€ TaBPEHOTO XMBOTHOTO
y 6eperoB Xokkaiizio u lllukorana — Bce CBUAETENBCTBYET
0 TOM, YTO YBEIHYEHHE KOJUYECTBA CUBy4YeH B 3UMHUI
MEepUoA B aKBaTOPHH I0KHBIX Kypun siBisercs 3akoHOMep-
HBIM PE3YJIETaTOM YBEJIUYEHUS YHCICHHOCTH >XHBOTHBIX
y 0. XOKKaiiio, 1, KaK CJIEJICTBHE 3TOT0, pacIiupeHHe UX
3MMHETO0 apeaa.

BecHnoii, ¢ mapTa mo Maii, cuBy4e# peryispHO Habmoma-
IOT C THXOOKEaHCKOH CTOPOHBI MOOEPEXbs MOTYyOCTPOBA
Becnosckuii (ro’kHas okoHeYHOCTh 0. KyHammp). B ampe-
e 2016 . B rpynme 66 cuBydYeH, Iep>KaBIINXCS y MbICa
BecnoBckuii, ObUIO 3aMEYEHO KXUBOTHOE C XapaKTEPHBIM
OIIEHHUKOM — 00070M 0eNoro MiIacTHKOBOTO Beapa. JTO
e )KHBOTHOE OBUIO HaMU 3aMedeHo panee 2 aprycra 2015
r. Ha Cxane [lemepnas (rpynmna octpoBkoB Ockonku B Ma-
noii Kypunsckoit rpsine), B rpynme u3 88 XKHBOTHBIX. U3
YEro MOKHO IIPEIIONIOKUTh, UTO MOIYOCTPOB BecnoBckuil
SIBIIIETCS CBOCOOpPa3HON TOUKOI cOopa >KMBOTHBIX Iepen
ux ormpasieHueM depe3 OxHo-Kypuibckuii mponuB Ha
Manyto Kypuibckyto rpsay sl pasMHOXeHuUs. B aToi
CBSI3M, BEPOATHO, W Mask Ha Mbice OxHO-Kypuibsckui,
I7ie )KMBOTHBIC JIEPKAINCH UINTEIBHOE BPEMsl B 3UMHHH
MEPUO, TAKXKE SIBISCTCSI HEKUM MOBOPOTHBIM ITYHKTOM B
MUTPALUU U CBOEOOPa3HBIM MECTOM BCTPEUU CUBYUEH.

However, our findings do not exclude the fact that
sea lions could move between Kunashir and Shikotan
islands. According to our Japanese colleagues,
sea lion with brand number B854, recorded near
Shikotan, was observed near the eastern coast of
Shiretoko from the end of December 2015 until the
beginning of February 2016.

It is noticeable that before 2015 a large group of
Steller sea lions were not observed in winter near
the islands of Kunashir and Shikotan. Until 2007,
sea lions were seen in November until January near
Ivanovsky Cape and Prasolova Cape (Kunashir Isl.),
in January near Uglovoy Cape (Shikotan Isl.) and
at the beginning of February near Ivanovsky Cape
(Zeliony Isl.) (Fig. 1). Japanese colleagues have
concluded that in recent decades the number of sea
lions, and the duration of their time in waters north of
Hokkaido during winter has increased. At the same
time there is a redistribution of animals at haulouts
associated with intentional disturbance by people
who believe that sea lions damage fishing gear in
Japan (Hatori et al. 2010). Moreover, the maximum
number of sea lions off the coast of Hokkaido was
observed in February (Hatori et al., 2010), and at
Kunashir and Shikotan — at the end of February
— beginning of March. Observation of the same
branded animal near the shores of Hokkaido and
Shikotan point out increasing number of sea lions in
the winter in the waters of the Southern Kuril Islands
is a natural result of an increase in the number of
animals on Hokkaido, and as a consequence, the
expansion of their winter range.

In the spring, from March to May, the sea lions are
regularly seen near the Pacific coast of the Veslovsky
Peninsula (the southern tip of Kunashir). In April
2016 a group of 66 sea lions were hauled out at
Cape Veslovsky and one animal was seen with a
distinctive collar — perhaps the rim of a white plastic
bucket. The same animal was seen by us before on
August 2, 2015, on Peschernaya Rock (Oskolki
group islands in the Lesser Kuril Ridge), in a group
of 88 animals. So, we can propose that the Veslovsky
Peninsula is a point of collection of animals before
they travel through the Southern Kuril Strait in the
Lesser Kurile Ridge. In this context, perhaps, the
lighthouse at Cape Yuzhno-Kurilskiy where animals
reside for a long time during the winter is also a kind
of turning point in the migration and unique meeting
place of sea lions.
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Y4eThl TaCTOHOTUX U APYTMX MOPCKHX MIIEKONUTAIOIIUX B
paiioHe 10XKHBIX KypunbCcKHX OCTPOBOB IMPOU3BOASITCA pa3-
JIMYHBIMA HayYHBIMH OPTaHU3ALMSIMH U 3alI0BeTHUKOM «Ky-
PHIIbCKHI». YdeTaMH MOTYT OBITh OXBAa4€HBI KaK OT/ICIIbHbIC
3aJIeXKKH/JeKOUIa Ha OJHOM OCTPOBE, TaK M Ha HECKOJb-
KHX ocTpoBax u Henoil Kypunbckoi rpsue. CoTpynHUKH
3aMOBEJHUKA YUYUTHIBAIOT >KMBOTHBIX BO BPEMSI OXPAHHBIX
WK HAay4HBIX peiinoB no tepputopun u akBaropuu OOIIT.
EnuHoBpeMeHHbIE YUeThl )KMBOTHBIX BO BCEM pETHOHE, KakK
MpPaBUJIO, OCYHIECTBISIOTCA C y4acTHEM CTOPOHHUX Hayy-
HBIX OpPraHU3alUii, KOTOpbIE MPEIOCTABIAIOT B 3alI0BETHHUK
CBOM JIaHHBIE WU BO3MOXKHOCTb COTPYJHHKAM 3all0BEIHUKA
BECTH y4eThl C UX cynHa. OTAENbHO cleqyeT yHIOMIHYTh O
COTPYJHHUYECTBE 3alIOBEJHMKA C AMOHCKUMHU YUYEHBIMH, 3a-
HUMAIOIUMHUCS UCCIEI0BAHNEM MOPCKHX MIEKOMUTAIOMINX
B Kypmio-Xokkaiiickom perMoHe B paMKax Oe3BH30BBIX
obmenoB. K cokasieHnto, opranu3anys TaKUX SKCIICAUINN
C K)XIBIM TOIOM oOpacTaeT Bce OONBIIMMHU OIOpOKpaTHye-
CKHUMH TIPOOIEeMaMH.

[Mocnennuit pa3 HauOoJee TMOJHBIH EIMHOBPEMEHHBIN
yder sactoHorux Ha Kynammpe mpoBogmics B 2003 © u
Ha ocTtpoBax Mamnoit Kypunsckoit rpsasr (MKI) B 2001
I. /laHHble ydYeThl NHPOBOAMINCH BO BpeMs POCCHHCKO-
SIMOHCKUX JKCHenuuui. B mocnenyroomue roabl yyeTtamu

Counts of pinnipeds and other marine mammals in
the waters of the southern Kuril Islands are conducted
by various research organizations and the Kurilskiy
reserve. Counts usually covered individual haul-outs/
rookeries on an island, on several islands, and even
the entire Kuril Ridge. Reserve staff count the animals
during scientific or guardian raids on the territory of
protected areas and nearby waters. Single recordings
of animals in the region are generally carried out with
the participation of different scientific organizations
that share their data or provide the opportunity for
reserve staff to count from their vessel. We should also
mention the cooperation to the Reserve with Japanese
scientists engaged in the study of marine mammals
in the Kuril-Hokkaido region within the visa-free
exchanges. Unfortunately, the organization of these
expeditions each year acquires new bureaucratic
problems.

The last time pinnipeds were counted on Kunisher
was in 2003 when it was a single count and almost the
entire island was counted; the islands of the Lesser
Kuril Ridge (LKR) were one-time counted in 2001.
These surveys were conducted during the Russian-
Japanese expeditions. In the following years it was
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