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Myseit MupoBoro oxeana — KOMILIEKCHBIH MapHUHHCTH-
YECKUH My3€H, paccKa3blBalOLUIl B CBOMUX 3KCIIO3ULUAX
0 TEXHUKE CY[JOCTPOEHHS, KHUBOIUCH, Pa3BUTHH MOPCKOH
TOPTOBIIHM, UCTOPUU MOPCKHX CPaXXEHHH, MCTOPHH OKea-
HOTpaUECKUX HCCIICTOBAHUH. 3a MPOIIEIIne TOAbI My-
3eii 3apaboran amInIya «My3est Kopadlei», TeM He MeHee,
IVIaBHYIO II€b — BCECTOPOHHEE NPEACTABICHHE MPUPOABI
MupoBoro okeana B My3eH{HOH SKCTIO3UIINN — HEIIB3S OBLIO
cauTark nocturayToid. OcraBaiachk HepemeHHOH mpoobire-
Ma CO3JaHUsl €CTECTBCHHOHAYYHOTO KOMILICKCA, IT03BO-
JISFOIIETO MPEACTaBUTh MHPOBOW OKeaH Kak II00aIbHYIO
HKOCHCTEMY BO BCEM €r0 MHOTOOOpa3ni.

OenepanbHas 1enesas nporpamma «Kymerypa Poccum»
2012 — 2018 rr. mana BO3MOXKHOCTh MY3€H0 Pa3BEPHYTh aK-
TUBHOE CTPOUTENBCTBO U JBUTaThCs B HAIIPABIECHUH peLle-
Hus 1oi 3anaun. Hoselii kopryc «Ilnanera Okean» crpo-
eKTHPOBaH KaK 7-3TaXXHOE COOPYKEHHE LIapooOpa3HOU
(hopMBI BEICOTOH 32 M. APXUTEKTOPHI IPEITTONOKHUIIH, YTO

The Museum of the World Ocean (MWO) is
an integrated marine museum with its exhibits
representing  shipbuilding technologies, seascape
paintings, development of maritime trade, stories of
sea battles, and the history of oceanographic research.
Over the past years, the museum has rightly gained the
status of a “ships’ museum”, however, its main goal—a
comprehensive representation of the nature of the
oceans with museum exhibits—cannot be considered
achieved. The problem of creating a natural-science
complex, which would allow viewing the World Ocean
as a global ecosystem with its full diversity, remains yet
unsolved.

The “Culture of Russia” Federal Targeted Program
(2012-2018) gave the museum a good opportunity of to
begin active construction and resolve this problem. The
new building named The Planet Ocean was designed
as a 7-storey spherical construction with a height of 32
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Puc.1. Crpostmmiics sxcno3nionHsIi kopryc «llnanera Oxean» (IIPOEKT).
Fig. 1. The project of the Planet Ocean exhibit building (now under construction)

MMEHHO Takas KOHCTPYKLUsI MO3BOJHT CZEJaTh My3eiHoe
3AHUE APXUTCKTYPHON JTOMHUHAHTON HAOCPESIKHON M CMO-
JKET «BMECTUTH OKEaH» B My3€HHOE MPOCTPaHCTRO (pHc.1).
Konuenuus Oyayiero kopiryca Obljia yTBEp)KAEHa IPU CO-
TPYAHHYECTBE C YYEHBIMH NPOMUIBHBIX HAyYHBIX OpraHu-
3anui, BXOAAMUME B yueHbIil coBeT MMO. B ocHOBHBIX
9KCIIO3MIIMOHHBIX pa3zienax ObUI0 MpeIUIoKEHO IMpeicTa-
BUTb (DU3HKY, XUMHIO, OHOJIOTHIO, reosioruto okeana (Cus-
koBa U ap., 2012). ComiacHO TeMaTu4eckod CTPYKType,
pasaesbl CTallki UMEHOBAThCS «J1a00paTopusIMuy.

Paznen «Jlaboparopust JKu3HI» MOCBSIIEH MOPCKO# OHO-
JIOTHH, ¥ OJHUM M3 IIaBHBIX aKIIEHTOB CO37aBacMOM IKCIIO-
3HIUH JOJDKHBI CTaTh MOPCKUE MIICKOTIUTAIOIINE M IKCIIO-
3UIMOHHBIA KOMILTEKC «VICTIOIMHBI OKeaHay.

OT0i1 TemMe B My3ee BCerJa yIemsuloch OONbIIoe BHUMa-
Hue. Myseit Obut coznan B 1990 roxy, omHMM M3 TEPBBIX
9KCIIOHATOB CTaJI CKEJIET KalanoTa, 1oobIToro B 1975 rony
KkuToOOMHO# (motmueit «HOpuit Jonropykuit» (Mopckoe
cobpanmue, 2015). B 2001 rogy Bo BpeMEHHOM IaBHJIbOHE
corpynarkamu AtananTHUPO Obut BepBble IpOW3BEICH
MOHTax ckejera. Co3maHHas SKCIIO3MIMS, COAEpIKaBIIas
KaK MH(POPMALUIO 0 ONOIOTHH KUTOOOPA3HBIX, TaK U HCTO-
pHH KUTOOOMHOTO MPOMBICIIA, TIpocyIiecTBoBaia g0 2013
rofa 1 ObLiIa CBEpHYTa B CBSI3M C IEMOHTa)KOM ITaBHIILOHA 1
CTPOUTENBCTBOM Ha €r0 MECTe 37aHusl (POHTOXPaHIITHIIA.

m. Architects proposed it as the only design that would
make the museum building the architectural dominant
over the seaside promenade and would “fit the ocean”
into the museum space (Fig. 1). The concept of the future
building was approved as a result of cooperation with
experts from the responsible scientific organizations
that are members of the MWO Scientific Council. It was
proposed to represent physics, chemistry, biology, and
ocean geology in the main exhibition sections (Sivkova
et al., 2012). According to the topical structure, the
sections are now referred to as “laboratories”.

The Laboratory of Life section is dedicated to marine
biology, while marine mammals and the Giants of the
Ocean exhibition complex will become one of the main
attractions of the exhibit being created now.

This topic has always received a great attention in the
museum. The museum was founded in 1990, and one
of the first exhibits was the skeleton of a sperm whale
obtained in 1975 by the Yuri Dolgorukii whaling fleet
(Maritime Assembly, 2015). In 2001, the skeleton was
assembled for the first time in a temporary pavilion by
researchers of the Atlantic Research Institute of Marine
Fisheries and Oceanography (AtlantNIRO). That
exhibit existed through 2013, and presented both the
information on the biology of cetaceans and the history
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Puc. 2. Otkperras B 2015 roxy sxcnosnnus «[ myounay.
Fig. 2. The Depth exhibit opened in 2015.

B mpoekTHpyeMoM SKCIIO3HMIIMOHHOM KOMIUIEKCE, MOCBS-
IIEHHOM MOPCKHM MJIEKOITUTAIOIINM, IPEAIIONarainoch OT-
Pa3uTh TAaKHUE ACHEKTHI: CUCTEMATHKa, COBPEMEHHbIE THUTIO-
TE3bI TIPOUCXOXKICHUSI, 0COOCHHOCTH aJlaNTalliy K BOTHON
cperne, mpoOIeMbl, METObI U OCHOBHBIC HAIIPABICHUS HC-
CIIeZIOBaHUH, TpOMEBICceN 1 oxpaHa. Bzaumoneiicteue ¢ Co-
BETOM I10 MOPCKHM MJICKONUTAIOIINM ITO3BOJIIIIO MY3€EI0
HaJIaJUTh COTPYJHUYECTBO C NMPEACTABUTEIIMHI HAyUHBIX
W TIPHPOOOXPAHHBIX OPraHU3ALMUM, KOTOpbIE HPUHSIN
y4acTHE B OCHOBHBIX HAlPABICHUAX MY3€HHON NesITeNb-
HOCTH, CBSI3aHHBIX C pOopMHUpOBaHHEM WH(OPMAITHOHHOM
¥ TpeAMETHOH 0a3bl Oyaymiero >KCHO3UIIMOHHOTO KOM-
mekca. HayuHo-oHmoBoe HampaBiieHHe OBLIO CBSI3aHO
C KOMIIJICKTOBAHHEM MY3EHHBIX KOJUIEKIIUH, TOTIOJIHEHH-
€M Hay4YHOT'O apX#Ba JOKyMEHTaMHU U OHOINOTeKN My3es
MpoUIBFHOW JMTEpaTypoOi, OKa3aHHEM IOMOIIHA B Ha-
MMMCaHUU HKCTEPTHHIX 3akifodeHnid. PaboTa Hax BRICTa-
BOYHBIMH TIPOEKTaMH, MPEJOCTaBIeHUE (POTO-, BUIEO-,
ayJMoMaTepHaiOB, y4acTHE B CO3AAHNH IKCIIO3UINH CTa-
JIO OCHOBOM COBMECTHOM SKCIIO3UIIMOHHO-BBICTABOYHON
nesitenbHOCTH. [IpocBeTnTensckas pabora Oblia CBS-
3aHa C NPUBJICYEHHEM YYEHBIX K IPOBEICHUIO JICKIHUH,
CKalT-KOH(epeHIIHA, YKOTOTHIECKIX MPa3IHUKOB.

BaxxHBIM CpeaCTBOM 3KOJIOTHYECKOTO IPOCBEIIECHHUS CIIy-
JKaT My3eHHbIe SKOJIOTUYECKUE MPA3JHUKU U BBICTABKHU.
C 2012 mo 2018 roxsl B My3ee OBLIIO COBMECTHO Opra-
HU30BaHO 9 BBICTABOYHBIX IIPOEKTOB HAa OCHOBE (OTO-,
BHJICO- U ayAUOMATEPHUAIIOB, IPEIOCTABICHHBIX YWICHAMHU
CMM. B 2015 rony orkpsutack skcrio3unus «l1yonHay,
NP CO3JaHUH KOTOPOI HCIONB30BAIUCH IPEJOCTABIECH-
Hble MaTepuainsl (puc. 2). B 2016 roxy nosiBuics uHTe-

of whaling. Then it was closed due to dismantling of the
pavilion and the construction of the museum depository
building in its place.

In the future exhibition complex dedicated to marine
mammals, we are planning to represent the following
topics: the systematics, the modern hypotheses of
their origin, the features of adaptation to the aquatic
environment, and the problems, methods and main
directions of their research, including hunting of
whales and conservation. The interaction with the
Marine Mammal Council (MMC) allowed the museum
to establish a good cooperation with representatives
of scientific and environmental organizations that
participated in the main field of museum activities.
They helped to gather the information and determine a
subject domain of the future exhibition complex of our
museum. The main direction of scientific and artifacts
development was the acquisition of museum collections,
extending the scientific archive with documents and
the museum library with specialized literature, and
the assistance in expert evaluations. The work on the
exhibition projects, providing the photo, video and
audio materials, and participation in the creation of
exhibits became the basis of the combined exhibition
and representation activities. The educational work
involved invitations to scientists to give lectures,
conducting Skype conferences, and organization of
ecological festivals.

The important approach to environmental education
are museum-based ecological festivals and exhibitions.
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paKTI/IBHHﬁ koMmIuiekc «lomoca OK€aHa», HO3BOH$[IOHIHI>'I
MOCETUTCIIAM YCIIbIIIIATh 3allMCHU TOJIOCOB MOPCKUX MIJIC-
KOIMUTAIOMUX U 3BYKH TCXHOT'CHHOI'O XapaKTepa U y3HATH
(6] np06neMe ITyMOBOTI'O 3arpA3HCHUAS.

Bonpmioit uHTEpec y moceTuTesneil BBHI3BAIU BBICTABKU
¢ororpaduii, co3naHHbIE Ha OCHOBE CHHUMKOB, CICIaH-
HBIX yYYEHBIMH BO BpeMs JKCIETUINI B XoIe HaydyHOU
paboter: «benyxa — Genblii KUT» (aBTOPBI — YYAaCTHUKU
ITocTosiHHO nmelcTByromelt skcrieaunuu PAH mo usyde-
HUIO KUBOTHBIX KpacHoii kauru Poccuiickoit denepanun
U IpyTUX 0000 BasKHBIX KHBOTHBIX ()ayHBI, COTPYAHUKA
UITIS5 PAH um. A .H. Cesepuosa), «Mup Mopxka» (aBro-
psl - B. CemenoBa, M. baOymkun), «Biacrenun ap1oB»
(aBToph! - H. OBcsinukoB, M. MeHtomnHa). AKIIEHTOM B
HUX CTajJiil aBTOPCKHE TEKCThl U KOMMEHTapHH, PacKpbl-
BalOIIMe OCOOCHHOCTH OWOJOTMM WJIM XapakTep Hpo-
BOJIUMBIX HCCIIeOBaHUIl. BrmocnencTBUU 3TH IPOEKTHI
ObuTM IpeoOpa3zoBaHbl B (OpMAT HEpENBUKHBIX BBHICTA-
BOK M aKTUBHO SKCIOHHPOBAJIUCH B PECYPCHBIX MYy3eil-
HBIX IIEHTpPaXx, IKoJax U oubimorexax KamuHuHrpaackon
obnacty.

KommuiekToBaHNE M MPE3CHTALUS €CTECTBCHHOHAYIHBIX
KOJUIEKIUH TaKKe SBJISIETCS OHUM M3 MY3€HHBIX CPEACTB
9KOJIOTHYECKOro npocsemenus. Komreknusa Ouonorude-
ckuX npeameroB Myses MupoBoro okeaHa ¢ MOMEHTa
CTaHOBJICHUS (hOPMHUPOBATACH IO TEMATHUECKOMY ITPHH-
Uy W WIpaja poilb B OCHOBHOM BCIIOMOTaTEIbHBIX
MaTepuasoB (HampuMep, MpPH CO3IAHUU HCTOPHUYECKUX
sxcno3unuit Ha HUC «Buta3p» mopbupanuce mpeame-
TBI, TOMOTAOIINE BOCCO3AaTh atMochepy aboparopuii)
(batikoBa u 1ip., 2016). {5t co31aHUS MOTHOIIEHHOTO KOM-
IUIEKCa, CIIOCOOHOTO MPEACTaBUTH MHOT000pasme Mop-
CKHX MJICKONUTAOUINX, MPEIMETOB ObLIO HEJOCTATOUHO.
3a mepuoz ¢ 2012 mo 2018 r. KomTeKkuus OMOIOTHIECKUX
MpeaIMeToB MmonoiHmIack Ha 210 exuHUI. DKCHIO3UITH-
OHHBIN KOPITyC TIPEIIOIaraeTcsi BBECTH B CTPOH yepes 2
rofia, B HACTOSAIIEE BpPEeMs UAET MPOLECC PECTaBPaluu U
cbopku. B 2018 roxy 6v11 coOpan B (hoHIOXpaHIIIHIIE
«'my6una» ckenetr ceporo kuta Eschrichtius robustus.
SIpKUMH SKCTIOHATaMH IOJDKHBI CTaTh M APYTHE OCTEO-
JIOTHYECKUE MPEAMETHI: CKEIET THXOOKEAaHCKOTO MOpKa
Odobenus rosmarus, naxraka Erignathus barbatus, 6e-
nyxu Delphinapterus leucas, 0OBIKHOBEHHOH MOpPCKOI
cBuHbM Phocoena phocoena. HoBBIM HampaBieHHEM
KOMIUIEKTOBAHHSI MOKHO CUUTATh MOIYUCHHE MIACTHHH-
POBaHHBIX aHAaTOMUYECKHX MpemnapaTroB. llmacTuHupo-
BaHHBIE CEPALla MOPCKHX MIIEKOMHUTAIOUINX MO3BOJIIOT
y3HaTh 00 0COOEHHOCTAX CEepIeYHOCOCYIONCTON cHcTe-
MBI MOPCKHX MJICKOTIUTAIOIIUX. 24 €IUHHIBI XPaHCHHUS,
NepeAaHHbIe B J1ap My3€l0 Ul KOJUIEKIHMH MpHOOpoB H
000pyIOBaHNUsA, TTO3BOJIAT CAETATh paccka3 o0 mccieno-

From 2012 to 2018, nine exhibitions were jointly
organized at the museum with the use of photographs,
video and audio materials provided by MMC members.
Permanent exhibit The Depth, opened in 2015, was
mostly based on the materials provided earlier (Fig. 2).
In 2016, The Voices of the Ocean interactive complex
was launched that allowed visitors to listen to the records
of marine mammals and man-made sounds in the ocean
and to know more about the noise pollution problem.

Visitors were greatly interested in the photo exhibits
with pictures taken by scientists during their expeditions
and scientific research: The Beluga is a White Whale (the
authors are the members of the Permanent Expedition
of RAS for study of Russian Red Data Book animals,
researchers of the A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology
and Evolution RAS); The World of a Walrus (the authors
are V. Semenova and M. Babushkin); The Lord of the
Ice (the authors are N. Ovsyanikov and I. Menushina).
The main emphasis in these exhibits was made on the
author’s comments, revealing the unknown features of
biology or the essence of the research. Subsequently,
these projects were transformed into the format of
mobile exhibitions and were actively implemented at
other museums, centers, schools and libraries of the
Kaliningrad Region.

Acquisition and presentation of natural-science
collections is also one of the museum tools for
environmental education. Since the early days, the
MWO collection of biological artifacts was formed
according to the theme of an exhibition and played a
role of mainly supporting materials (for example, when
composing the historical exhibit aboard the research
vessel Vityaz, where the collected items helped to
reproduce a scene of vessel-based laboratory) (Baykova
et al., 2016). However, there were not enough artifacts
to create an exhibit which would sufficiently represent
the full diversity of marine mammals. During the
period from 2012 to 2018, the collection of biological
objects was extended by 210 items. The exhibition
building is expected to be put into operation within 2
years; currently, it is under the process of restoration
and assembly. In 2018, the skeleton of a gray whale,
Eschrichtius robustus, was assembled at the Depth
depository facility. Other osteological items should
also become interesting exhibits: the skeletons of a
walrus Odobenus rosmarus, a bearded seal Erignathus
barbatus, a white whale Delphinapterus leucas, and a
harbour porpoise Phocoena phocoena. The plastinated
anatomical mounts can be considered as a new trend
in museum collections. The plastinated hearts of
marine mammals make it possible to learn more about
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BaHMSIX MOPCKMX MIICKONMHUTAIONINX OoJee HaryIsIHBIM.
[{eHHBIM IapoM ISt My3€sl CTaJl apXUB KHTOBBIX IAaCHOp-
ToB AK® «tOpwuit Jonropyxwuii» (6omee 51 TrIC.), mepe-
nmauasid JI.11. TopmocoBsiM. Ha ocHOBe apxuBa B Oymy-
[IeM IUTAHUPYeTCs pa3padoTka WHGOPMAITMOHHON 0a3bl,
KoTOpast Oy/ieT mpeACTaBIeHa B SKCIIO3UIIMOHHOM pasfe-
ne «Jlabopatopus Ku3Hm».

B Oymymieit sxcno3unuu OyayT codeTaTbCcsl 4epThl pas-
HBIX BUJIOB MY3€€B: TPAJUIIMOHHOTO My3es, ¢ KJIaccH-
YecKoil My3eiHOH 1oaueii U MOJUTMHHBIMU MY3€HHBIMU
IpeaMeTaMu, U HKCIUIOPaTOpUyMa.

IIponecc mo3HaHust U ocBoeHMs MUPOBOro OkeaHa B
HaCTOsIIIIee BPEMsI OYCHb aKTHBEH. PacTeT m mHTEpec K
MIPUPOAHBIM pecypcaM MHUPOBOTO OKeaHa, HO IPU 3TOM
3aMETHO OTCTaBaHHE B BONPOCAX 3KOJOTHUECKON Kyilb-
TYpHl, B MIOHUMAaHWU CYIIHOCTH OCHOBHBIX NPHPOIHBIX
MPOLIECCOB U SIBJICHUM.

Ha ¢oHe moTpeOuTEeNnbCckoro mMoaxoma M IO0ANTBHOTO
YXyAIICHUS YKOJIOTHYECKON CUTyalu B OOIICCTBE BO3-
pacTacT MOHUMAaHHE HEOOXOJUMOCTH OCPEKHOTO OTHO-
MICHUS K TPUPOTHOMY HACICIUIO, BAKHOCTH U3yUCHUS U
COXpaHEHUs OMOpPa3HOOOpa3Us, TOHUMAHUSI MEXaHH3MOB
(hYHKIIMOHUPOBaHUS JKOCHCTEM. Bo BceM Mmupe ecTe-
CTBCHHOHAYYHBIC MY3€H, BBICTYMAIONINEC KaK IICHTPBI
9KOJIOTHYCCKON KYJIBTYPBI, IPEJOCTABISIONIUC AKTyallb-
HYI0 Hay4YHYI0 HH()OpPMANHUIO B JOCTYIMHON MHTEPECHOM
(dhopMe, IepeKUBAIOT HOBBIH PacIIBET.

My3seit MupoBoro okeaHa €KEromHO IMocemaeT Oojee
600 ThIcSTa yenoBek. C BBeIEHHWEM B CTPOUW KOMIUIEK-
ca «[Inmanera Oxean» 3Ta nudpa Bo3pacTer. YdacTue B
CO3/IaHUU MY3E€MHOT0 LIEHTPa SKOJIOTUUECKOH KYJIbTYpbI
— Xopo1mas BO3MOXXHOCTb ISl HAYYHOT'O CO00IIecTBa M0-
JEUThCS HH(pOPMAIIHEH, pacCKa3aTh O BaXKHOCTH CBOCH
paboTHI ¥ c1IOCOOCTBOBATH MOBBIIICHHIO €CTECTBEHHOHA-
Y4HOW UHPOPMUPOBAHHOCTH OOIIECTBA.

ABTOp BBIpa)kaeT NIyOOKYIO IIPU3HATEIBHOCTD BCEM HJIe-
HaM CoBeTa 10 MOPCKHMM MIJIEKONHUTAIOIUM, COTPYIHU-
yaromuM ¢ Myseem Mupooro okeana. Ocobas Onaro-
napHocts H.JI. PemeHHUKOBOI.

features of their cardiovascular system. The 24 artifacts
of instruments and equipment donated to the museum
for the collections will make the history of marine
mammal research more illustrative. A valuable gift for
the museum was made by D.D. Tormosov who donated
the whale passports archive (over 51,000 items) from
a whaling factory of the Antarctic whaling fleet Yuri
Dolgoruky. This archive is planned to be used for the
development of a database, which will be presented at
the Laboratory of Life section.

The future permanent exhibition will combine elements
of different types of museums: a traditional museum
with a classic museum presentation (like authentic
museum items) and a place to explore.

Currently, the active effort to study and use of the
world ocean resources are ongoing. While an interest in
natural resources of the oceans is growing, at the same
time, there is a noticeable lag in the development of
environmental culture and in understanding of the main
natural processes and phenomena.

Againstthe background of the consumer-driven approach
worldwide and the global deterioration of the ecological
situation, the understanding of the need to respect natural
heritage, the importance of study and conservation
of biodiversity and understanding the mechanisms of
ecosystem functioning is growing in the society. Today,
natural-science museums, acting as centers of ecological
culture and providing up-to-date scientific information
in accessible and interesting format, are experiencing a
new dawn across the world. Over 600,000 people visit
the Museum of the World Ocean annually. When The
Planet Ocean exhibit is open, this number will obviously
increase. A participation in creating a museum centre for
ecological culture is a good opportunity for the scientific
community to share information, explain the importance
of their work, and contribute to the increasing natural-
science awareness of the public.

The author expresses deep gratitude to all members of
the Marine Mammal Council who collaborate with the
MWO. My special thanks are due to N.L. Remennikova.
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Oszepo baiikan Bmemaer B cedst 20% MHPOBBIX 3aI11acoB
MIPECHOW BOJBI IMHUTHEBOTO KadecTBa. YMCTOTa BOABI BO
MHOTOM HOAJEPXKHUBACTCS 3a CUeT (DYHKIMOHWPOBAHMS
YHHUKaJIBHOH 3KOCHCTEMBI, cpOpMHUpPOBABIICHCS B Teue-
HUe MIWUIHOHOB JeT. [lomymanus OaiKalbCKOW HEpPITBI
urpaet OOJBIIYIO Poib B (PyHKIMOHHPOBAHUH SKOCHCTE-
MBI BOJIO€Ma, IIOCKOJIbKY 3aHHUMaET BaKHOE MECTO B TPO-
(uueckoit nenn baitkana. [To HEKOTOPEIM OIlEHKAM, OHA
norpedisier 0ojee TPeTH TOJ0BOI MPOXYKIIUH KOTTOW-
HBIX pbI0 (ITactyxoB,1993). Ilo sTOi MpUuMHE coxpaHe-
HUE ee TOMYJIALUH B IIpeJiesiaX eCTECTBEHHOW YHCICHHO-
CTH SIBIISICTCS Ba)XKHBIM YCIIOBHEM MJISi COXpPaHEHHs BCeH
9KOCHCTEMEI. B coOTBeTCTBHH C 3THM OO0JIBIIOE 3HAYCHHUE
nMmeeT HHpopManus o GU3NIECKOM COCTOSTHUH, YCIOBUSIX
MUTaHus, 1eMorpa)uueckoM COCTaBe M JIPYyTUX ITOKa3a-
TEJAX MOMYIISIHH.

Lake Baikal holds 20% of the World’s fresh water
of potable quality. The purity of the water is largely
supported by the unique ecosystem that has formed
over millions of years. The population of Baikal seals
plays a substantial role in the lake’s ecosystem, as it
occupies an important position in the food chain of
this body of water. According to some estimates, seals
consume more than a third of the annual production of
cottoid fishes (Pastukhov 1993). For this reason, the
conservation of the Baikal seal population at the level
of its natural abundance is a necessary requirement
for the conservation of the entire ecosystem.
Accordingly, information on the physical body
conditions, feeding habits, demographic composition,
and other parameters of the population are of essential
significance.
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