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and are the results of conducted observations for the
most part from the vessels of geological survey, which
operate within the strictly marked limits. Six out of
eight registered species of cetaceans in the central
and eastern parts of the Kara Sea have not been
encountered before. The white whales and pikehead
whales are quite typical. Fin whales and white-beaked
dolphins were encountered during all three field
seasons. Probably, both the species regularly use the
water area of the Kara Sea as a transit zone and can
be included in the structure of local theriofauna. The
nature of presence of humpback whales, Greenland
whales, narwhals, killer whales and common porpoises
are subjected to clarification.
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BOCTOYHO-ATIAHTUYECKOM, CAMON MaJOYHCICHHON MOMYJIs-
i Buzaa (Kpacnas Kaura PO, 2001). YucnenHocTs ee ore-
HHMBAaeTCs B HECKOJIbKUX JiecsiTkoB ocobeit (Shelden, Rugh,
1995).

BocrouHo-aTnanTHYecKast MOMYIALNNS 0OCBaUBACT CyOapKTH-
4JecKue U apkTudeckue paiionsl CeBepHol ATiaHTHkH U ba-
permeBa Mopst oT 60° 1o 85° c.1. U OT akBaTOpUH K CEBEPY
ot Ucnanmauu no mops JlanteBbix Ha BocToke (TommuiuH,
1937; Shelden, Rugh, 1995). Mectom Hanbomnee peryaspHbIX
BCTpeu SABJsIeTCs paiioH apxunenara 3emist @panma-Nocu-
¢da (3®U), Torna Kak MOSBICHUE TPEHJIAHJICKHX KHUTOB B
JIPYTUX YaCTAX POCCHICKOW APKTHKH PErHCTPHUPYIOT Kpaii-
He penko (Belikov, Boltunov, 2002; Moore, Reeves, 1993).
Hcropuuecku apeait, BO3MOXHO, BKJIIOYAJl YaCTh aKBaTOPUU
Kapckoro mops (Jlo6anosa, Kapnamr, 2014; Moore, Reeves,
1993). Ilo pe3yasraTaM ONPOCOB M3BECTHO, YTO OJUHOYHBIX
KHATOB, BEPOSTHO, T'PEHJIAHACKHUX, PETUCTPUPOBAIN Yy ce-
Bepo-3anajaHoro moodepexns Hosoit 3emmun B 1970-x . B
anpene 1988 1., Takke COITIaCHO ONMPOCHBIM JAHHBIM, TPEX
TpeHIaHACKUX KUTOB Habmonamu B 300-350 kM K ceBepy OT
apx. CesepHast 3emiis1. B CBsI31 ¢ 3TUM BBICKa3bIBAJIOCh MHE-
HUE, YTO B OTAEIBHHBIC TOABI OAMHOYHBIE KUTHI MIIN HEOOIb-
IIMe TPYTITEI MOTYT HOSBIATECS B CeBEpHOI yacT Kapckoro
Mops B BeceHHe-jeTHee Bpems (Belikov, Boltunov, 2002).

B aBrycre - Hos10pe 2015 1. B pamMKax CONMPOBOKAECHUSI MOP-
CKHUX T'e0JIOTOPa3BEIOYHBIX PadOT Ha JIMIEH3HOHBIX Y4acT-
kax ITAO «HK «Pocuedts», pacnonoxennsix B Kapckom
Mope U Mope JlanTeBbIX, IPOBOAUIN MOHUTOPHHT MOPCKHX
muexonuraromux. HUC «T'eoApktux» Haxoaunocs B Kap-
ckoM mope ¢ 10 mo 14 asrycra, nBurasce u3 bapenuesa
Mopst uepe3 nponus Kapckue Bopora B cTopoHy IponuBa
Bunpkuikoro. HUC «Teonor Amutpuii Hamuskue» (HUC
«’IH») ¢ 10.08 mo 04.11.2015 1. mpoBOIUIT HCCIEIOBAHUS
B BocTo4uHOM wactu Kapckoro mops. Ha kaxnom u3 cynos
HaXOIWJIOCh MO TpH HalOiromarens. HabmroneHust mpoBomu-
JIICh HENPEPHIBHO HA MPOTSHKEHUH BCETO CBETIION0 BPEMEHU
CYTOK.

11.08.2015 c cymna «I'eoApkruk» B 00:29 (MCK) mpakrtu-
YeCcKH cpasy mocie npoxoxkaeHus nponusa Kapckue Bopo-
ta (70°37,51" c.ur. u 58°36,24" B.11.) OblIa 3aUKCUpOBaHA
BCTpE€Ya C IPEeHJIaHICKUMU KUTaMHU. J[Ba JKMBOTHBIX CIIOKOIi-
HO JIeXKaJIM Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH IVIaJKOTO MOPsI HA PACCTOSHUU
nopsiika 300 M OT MPOXOASIIETO MUMO CYJHA, HUKAK Ha HETo
He pearupysi. Bropas napa rpeHanacKuX KUTOB ObLIa OTMe-
yena B 01:49 (70°48,23" c.m1. u 59°03,24" B.1.). Kute! nBu-
ranucek B HampasieHnu Kapckux Bopot. JKuBoTHBIE MITBI-
JIM CIIOKOWHO; TIOCIIE CEePUM HMOBEPXHOCTHBIX MOTPYKEHUMH
OHU NPOTIAJIK U3 NoJIs 3peHus. TpeThst BCTpeda Mmpou3o0liia
B 04:38 Ha pacctostanu okoso 100 kM ot Kapckux Bopot
B Touke ¢ koopauHatamu 71°09,38" c.mr. u 60°04,30" B.1.

or the east Atlantic, a species in very low population
numbers (Red Book of Russian Federation, 2001). It
numbers only several dozen animals (Shelden, Rugh,
1995). The East Atlantic population occupies the
subarctic and arctic regions of the North Atlantic and
the Barents Sea from 60° to 85° N, and from the waters
north from Iceland and to the Laptev Sea in the east
(Tomilin, 1937; Shelden, Rugh, 1995). The location
of most regular sightings is in the area of Franz Josef
Land Archipelago (FJL), while the appearance of
bowhead whales in other parts of the Russian Arctic
is very rare (Belikov, Boltunov, 2002; Moore, Reeves,
1993). Historically, the area may have included a
part of the Kara Sea water area (Lobanova, Kardash,
2014; Moore, Reeves, 1993). According to results of
interviews, it is known that single whales, probably
bowhead whales, were recorded near the northwestern
coast of Novaya Zemlya in the 1970s. In April 1988,
also according to survey data, three bowhead whales
were observed at 300-350 km north of the Severnaya
Zemlya Archipelago. In this connection, the opinion
was expressed that in particular years single whales
or small groups may appear in the northern part of the
Kara Sea in spring and summer (Belikov, Boltunov,
2002).

In August-November 2015, with support of marine
geological exploration projects, marine mammal
monitoring was carried out in the license areas of
PSC «Rosneft Oil Company», located in the Kara
Sea and Laptev Sea. The research vessel “GeoArctik”
was in the Kara Sea August 10-14, moving from the
Barents Sea through Kara Strait to Vilkitsky Strait.
R/V “Geolog Dmitry Nalivkin” (R/V “GDN”)
conducted research in the eastern part of the Kara Sea
from August 10 to November 04, 2015. There were
three observers on each of the vessels. Observations
were conducted continuously throughout the daylight
hours.

On August 11, 2015, a sighting of bowhead whales
was recorded on the vessel “GeoArktik” at 00:29
(MSK) almost at once after passing through Kara
Strait (70°37.51" N and 58°36.24" W). Two animals
were laying quietly on the surface during calm seas at
a distance of about 300 m from the passing ship, not
reacting to it at all. The second pair of bowhead whales
was noted at 01:49 (70°48.23" N and 59°03.24" W).
The whales moved in the direction toward Kara
Strait. The animals were swimming calmly; after a
series of surface dives, they disappeared from the
field of view. The third sighting occurred at 04:38
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OpuHouHbIH KuT Haxomwics B 1500 m ot kopabist. JKuBot-
HOE HETOPOILIMBO JBUTAJIOCh B IMPOTUBOMOIOKHOM JBUXKE-
HUIO Cy/{Ha HallpaBJIeHUH oA yrioM nout 90° k Hemy. IIpo-
JOJDKUTENBHOCTD HAOI0IeHHs ObLIa 04eHb KOPOTKOMH, Iociie
BTOPOTO ITOrPyXEHHsI 00HAPYKUTH KUTA OOJIBIIE HE YAAIOCH.

YcnoBust HAOMIONEHNUS B TEYCHUE BCETO BPEMEHH ObLIN YI0B-
JIETBOPUTEIHHBIMU: BOJIHEHUE Mopsi cocTapisuio 0-0,5 Gana,
BUIUMOCTh — He MeHee 5 kM. CyJHO IBHUrajoch CO CKOpO-
cThi0 OKOJIO 10 y3710B B CE€BEpPO-BOCTOUYHOM HAIpaBJICHUH.
I'peHsIan/icKue KUTHI OJJHO3HAYHO UISHTU(PUIIMPOBAIKICH MO
XOpOILIO BUAHOMY ABYropooMy mpoduito, uepHoil okpacke
TYJIOBUILIA ¥ OTCYTCTBUIO CIIMHHOTO TUIABHUKA. AKTHBHOCTb
BCEX BCTPEUCHHBIX KNTOB ObLiIa HA3Kas WM cpeHsisi. becro-
KOMCTBa, CBSI3aHHOTO C TIPOXOXKACHHEM MUMO HHX CyIHA, HE
HaOJIIOAI0Ch.

16 cents6ps 2015 . B 05:30 ¢ xomoBoro moctrka HUC «Ie-
ornor JImurpuit Hamuekua» ogauM u3 aBTopoB (K. Bopayko-
BEIM) B TOUKe ¢ KoopauHatamu 78°18,677 " c.ur. u 90°18,028”
B.I., PaCIOJIOXEHHON K 3amaay oT apX. CesepHas 3emi,
ObUTM OOHApPYXEHBI M CHATHI HA KaMepy JiBa MPEHIIAHACKUX
knTa. JKUBOTHBIC HAXOIMIINCH HAa PACCTOSIHUM OKOJIO | KM OT
cynHa. Bpemst HaOmoieHnst 0T MOMEHTa 0OHApy>KEHUsI KUTOB
JI0 TIEPBOTO HOTPY>KEHUsI HE TpeBhInIano 5 MuH. [loBropHOE
TIOSIBJICHNE KUTOB MPOU301LIO HA paccTostHur 800 M oT cyn-
Ha. KUTHI Haxoquimch y moBepxHocTH okoio 10 MuH, rmocie
MIOTPY3WIINCh B BOLy W OOJbIIE B MOJIC 3PEHHS HE MOSBIIS-
mck. B ToM ke paiioHe B TeueHue Mecsina ¢ Hadajia CEHTAO0psI
TI0 CepeIMHy OKTAOPs OblM 3a(hMKCHPOBAHEI 1IIe TPH BCTPe-
yn ¢ ycarbiMu kutamu: 04.09, 04.10 u 14.10.2015. Ilpu-
CYTCTBHE KHTOB KaXIIbIH pa3 ONpEnessyioch 1Mo (hOHTaHaM.
Onu ObUTH JBYXCTPYHHBIMHU, KyCTOOOPa3HBIMU M JOCTHT AN
B BBICOTY 5-6 M, T.e. IMENHM NPU3HAKH, XapaKTepHbIC VIS
(OHTAHOB TpeHIaHACKUX KUTOB. ITymmcTeIii, nHOTAA NMe-
IOIINi IPU3HAKK JBYXCTPYHHOTO (CepaueBUIHOTO), (GQOHTaH
OTMEYaeTcs TAK)KE y CephIX KUTOB. B HacTosiee Bpems 1moa-
TBEP)KICHO, YTO Cepble KUTHI U3 YyKOTCKO-KaIH(OPHUIICKO-
O cTajia MOTyT npoHuKaThk B Mope Jlanrtesrix (IlInak u ap.,
2011). OHako Takue BCTPEUH HOCAT CAMHUYHBIA XapakTep,
a ciydaun OOHapyKeHHs cepbIx KToB B Kapckom Mope Heus-
BECTHBI. YUUTHIBAsI BCE BBIILIECKA3aHHOE, a TAKXKE OJIHO3HAY-
HO TIOATBEP>KACHHOE ITPUCYTCTBHUE Ha aKBaTOPHUH TPEHIIaH-
CKHX KHTOB U CXOJICTBO HaONIOZaeMbIX (DOHTAHOB C TEMH,
KOTOpBIC BHJICIIH BO BPEMsI BCTPEUH C IApOi TPEeHIIaHICKUX
KNTOB 16 ceHTOps1, Oosiee BEpOSTHBIM IPEACTABISAETCS, YTO
BO BCEX TpeX CIyJasiX Tarke OblIM 3aMKCUpOBaHbI (poHTa-
HBI TPEHJIAHACKNX KUTOB.

Bce rpennanackue KuThl, OTMEYEHHBIE Ha 3amane Kapckoro
Mopsi, OBIIIH 3apETUCTPUPOBAHBI B TeUEHHE OTHOro JHS — 11
asrycra. [IomruMo HHX, 3a KOPOTKHiI IPOMEXYTOK BPEMEHU
¢ 00:00 no 05:00 ¢ Toro xe cyaHa OBLIO 3apErHCTPUPOBAHO

at a distance of about 100 km from Kara Strait at
coordinates 71°09.38" N and 60°04.30" W. A single
whale was observed about 1500 m from the ship. The
animal moved slowly in the direction opposite to the
ship’s movement at an angle of almost 90° to it. The
duration of the observation was very brief, the whale
could no longer be detected after the second dive.

The conditions of observation were satisfactory
throughout the entire time: heaving of the sea was
0-0.5 points, visibility was at least 5 km. The vessel
was moving at about 10 knots in the north-east
direction. The bowhead whales were unambiguously
identified by a well-marked double-hump profile,
black coloration of the body and absence of the dorsal
fin. The activity of all whales sighted was low or
medium. Anxiety related to the passing of the vessel
was not observed.

On September 16,2015, at 05:30, two bowhead whales
were observed and photographed from the flying
bridge of R/V “Geolog Dmitry Nalivkin” by one of
the authors (K. Bordukov) at coordinates 78°18.677"
N and 90°18.028" W, located to west of the Severnaya
Zemlya Archipelago. The animals were at a distance
of about 1 km from the vessel. The time of observation
from the moment of detection of the whales to the first
dive did not exceed 5 minutes. The whales reappeared
at a distance of 800 m from the vessel. The whales
were at the surface for about 10 minutes, and then
they dove and did not appear in the field of vision. In
the same area, from early September to mid-October,
sightings of baleen whales were recorded: September
04, October 10 and October 14, 2015. Each time, the
presence of whales was detected by the blows. They
were double-jet, bush-like and reached 5-6 m in height,
i.e. they had the signs typical for blows of bowhead
whales. Bushy, sometimes having signs of the double-
jet (heart-shaped) blow is also noted in gray whales.
It has now been confirmed that gray whales from the
Eastern gray whales stock can penetrate the Laptev
Sea (Shpak et al., 2011). However, such sightings are
isolated instances, and the cases of detection of gray
whales in Kara Sea are not known. Considering all
things above, as well as the unequivocally confirmed
presence of bowhead whales in the water area and
the similarity of the observed blows to those seen
during the sighting of a pair of the bowhead whales
on September 16, it seems more likely that in all three
cases the blows of bowhead whales were recorded.

All bowhead whales noted in the west of the Kara
Sea were recorded within one day — on August 11.
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Fig. 1. Places of bowhead whale sittings in the Kara Sea in August - October 2015

emie 13 BcTped KUTOOOpa3HBIX, BKIIFOUAS 7 MAJIBIX MOJIOCATHU-
kOB (Balaenoptera acutorostrata), 1 ¢unsana (B. physalus)
u 6onee 70 6enyx (Delphinaptera leucas). Tlpubmu3uTenpHO
3a 12 yacos no HUC «I'eoApkruk» gepe3 mponus Kapckue
Bopora npocnenosano HUC «Il'eonor Imutpuit Hanuekum.
C Hero B nepHoJ] NPOXOXKCHHS Yepe3 MPOJIUB U cpasy Mmocie
BbIxona B KapckoM Mope ObLIO 3aperucTpHPOBAHO 5 BCTpEd
C KUTaMH, CPEAN KOTOPBIX OBLIO 9 MaJIbIX MOJIOCATHUKOB | 1
¢unBaI1. BonpIas yacTe KUTOB, 3apEerUCTPUPOBAHHBIX C 000-
uX cynoB, apuranuch k Kapckum Boporam B cropony bapen-
1[eBa MOpsL.

In addition, in the short time interval from 00:00 to
05:00, 13 more sightings of cetaceans were recorded
from the same vessel, including 7 common minke
whales (Balaenoptera acutorostrata), 1 fin whale
(B. physalus) and over 70 belugas (Delphinaptera
leucas). For about 12 hours, R/V “GeoArctik” reached
R/V “Geolog Dmitry Nalivkin” through the Kara
Strait. Five sightings of the whales were recorded from
it during passage through the strait and immediately
after entering the Kara Sea, among them 9 common
minke whales and 1 fin whale. Most of the whales
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Berpeun B 1oro-Boctounoit yactu Kapckoro Mops pasnece-
HBI BO BPEMEHH U NPOCTpaHCTBE. B ceHTsOpe KuThI ObUIM
oOHapy>keHbI B 0oJiee I0JKHBIX YYaCTKaxX U HAXOAMIHNCH OJH-
xe Kk apx. CeBepHas 3emIs Ha paccTOsTHUHU nopsiaka 70 kM oT
0. BopoHnHa; TOUKH BCTped KNTOB B OKTAOpE OBUTH CMEIIICHBI
OTHOCUTENBHO INeEpBBIX BeTped Ha 150-200 kM B ceBepo-3a-
aJHOM HarpasieHuy (puc. 1). BosamoxxHo, 4To Ha akBaTopun
BECh 3TOT IEPUOJ JepKanach OJHA U Ta XKe Mapa KUTOB.

Y4uTHIBas Bce JaHHBIE O 3apETUCTPUPOBAHHBIX C aBIYCTa 110
OKTAOPH BCTpEUax, MOXKHO MPEAIONI0KHUTD, YTO TPYIIIa MU
HECKOJIBKO TPYII T'PEHJIAHACKUX KHTOB, TIOCTEIIEHHO CMe-
asICh BIOIb KPOMKH OTCTYMAIONINX JIBIOB OT apX. 3®U B
I0T0-BOCTOYHOM HAIIpaBICHUH, IPOHUKIIN Ha ceBep Kapcko-
ro Mopsi. CommacHO KapTaM JIeOBOM OOCTaHOBKH W3 apXH-
Ba AAHUU, nipeacraBieHHbIM Ha caiite mHcTHTyTa (http://
www.aari.ru/), JiemoBast mepeMbldka MEXIy apXuIiejgaramu
Hogas 3emns u CeBepHas 3emisi, paznensromas bapente-
Bo U Kapckoe mMops, crana mpeonoanMoii A1l KUTOB B Iep-
BOM HOJIOBHHE WIOHS, IIPU 3TOM OoJiee WM MEeHee KpYITHBIE
JIEIOBBIE TIOJSI COXPaHsUTHCh Y ocTpoBOB CeBepHOU 3emin
BILIOTh JIO CEpPeMHbI aBrycra. TakuM o0pa3oM, KUThl MOTJIH
monactk B Kapckoe mMope He paHee MepBOMl 1eKaabl MIOHS.
YacTh KUTOB CTasla JBUraThCcs K BBIXOAY B bapenieBo mope
yepe3 Kapckue Bopota, a yacTs 3agepkanack B BOAax, IIpH-
MbIKaromux Kk CeBepHOl 3emite.

Mo nabmonenusiM ¢ 6opra cyaHa Ha 0ro-Boctoke Kapckoro
MOps B palioHe, Iie ObUTM OTMEYEHBI I'PECHIIAHJICKHE KHUTEHI,
B CEHTIOpE PETYSIPHO BCTPEUaINCh aiicOepry 1 OMHOYHbIE
JIBJIMHBL, a TaKKe HEOOJIbIINE JIEA0BbIC TOJIS CI1aboi CIuo-
geHHocTH (1-2 6annma), HO OoJbIIast YacTh MOps OBLIA TIOJN-
HOCTBIO CBOOOIHA OTO JIbAa. HecMoTps Ha TO 4TO TpeHIIaH -
CKHE KUTBI TPAIMIIMOHHO PACCMaTPUBAIOT KaK KJIACCHIECKUN
narouIbHBINA BUM, JUIA HUX OIMCAH JOCTaTOYHO LIMPOKHHA
CHEKTp TPEANOYNTAEMBIX MECTOOOMTAaHMH, a MpPOCTpaH-
CTBEHHOE paclpe/ieicHUE B JIETHEE BPeMs IIOJJBEP>KEHO 3Ha-
YUTEIIBHBIM MEXTOJOBBIM M3MEHEHUSIM M HaXOOHUTCS IO
BiussHueM MHOTUX (haktopoB (I'aBpmio, Tperssikos, 2008).
B gactHOCTH, OBUIO TIOKA3aHO, YTO IPH MOHKEHHUH JISOBH-
TOCTH aKBaTOPUHU KHUTBHI MOTYT BBIOMpATh B KadecTBE Mpel-
MOYMTAEMBIX MECT OOMTaHMS MEJIKOBOIHBIC NPHOPEKHBIE
ydacTku ¢ penkumu mpaamu (Moore et al., 2000; Treacy et
al., 2006). Takum 00pa3oM, MOSBICHUE TPEHIAHICKAX KUTOB
Ha cBOOONHOI OTO JbJa akBaropuu Kapckoro mMops, B ToM
YHCIIC U HAa MEJIKOBOJHBIX y4acTkax BOnmu3m apx. CeBepHast
3emurs1, yKIIaJpIBaeTCs B PyCIIO CYLIECTBYIOLIUX HPE/ICTaBIIC-
HUI 0 OMosIorny BUIA.

Bonpmmii mHTEpEC NpeacTaBiIseT BONPOC O IPUUMHAX MPaK-
THUYECKH OJJHOBPEMEHHOTO IMOSBIICHUS! CPABHUTEILHO OOJIb-
IIOTr0 YMCIIa )KMBOTHBIX B paliOHE, I7Ie paHee OHU HHUKOIIa
HE OTMEYaJMCh. 3aperucTpupoBaHHble B Kapckom Mope

recorded from both vessels were moving to Kara
Strait in the direction towards the Barents Sea.

The sightings in the southeastern part of the Kara
Sea are separated in time and space. In September,
the whales were found in more southern areas and
were closer to the Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago at
a distance of about 70 km from Voronin Island; the
locations where sightings of the whales occurred
in October shifted relative to the first sightings by
150-200 km in the north-west direction (Fig. 1). It is
possible that the same pair of whales was in the arca
for the whole period.

Given all the information on the sightings recorded
from August to October, it can be assumed that a
group or several groups of bowhead whales, gradually
shifting along the edge of the waning ice from ZFI
Archipelago in the southeast direction, penetrated to
the north of the Kara Sea. According to ice condition
maps from the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute
(AANII) archive, presented on the Institute’s website
(http://www.aari.ru/), the ice causeway between the
archipelagos Novaya Zemlya and Severnaya Zemlya,
which separates the Barents Sea and the Kara Sea,
became traversable for the whales in the first half of
June, with more or less large ice fields remaining in
the islands of Severnaya Zemlya until mid-August.
Thus, the whales could reach the Kara Sea no earlier
than the first 10 days of June. Some of the whales
began to move towards the Barents Sea through the
Kara Strait, and some stopped for some time in the
waters adjoining Severnaya Zemlya.

According to observations from the vessel in the
southeastern Kara Sea, in the area where bowhead
whales were sighted, icebergs and solitary ice floes
were regularly sighted in September, as well as small
ice fields of weak compaction (1-2 points), but most
of the sea was completely free from ice. Despite the
fact that bowhead whales are traditionally regarded
as a classical ice associated species, a rather wide
range of preferred habitats is described for them, and
spatial distribution in summer is subject to significant
interannual changes and is influenced by many
factors (Gavrilo, Tretyakov, 2008). In particular,
it was shown that, with a decrease in the ice extent
of the water area, the whales can choose shallow
coastal areas with disappearing ice as their preferred
habitats (Moore et al. 2000; Treacy et al. 2000).
Thus, the appearance of bowhead whales in ice-free
water areas of the Kara Sea, including shallow areas
near the Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago, fit into the
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YaapaeBa v ap. Bcmpeyu epeHnaHdckux kumoe (Balaena mysticetus) e Kapckom mope

TPEeHJIaH/ICKUE KHUTHI, BEposiTHee Bcero, oTHocsTes K LHITH-
noepreHckoMy cTany. B memom 3a mepuos ¢ aBrycra 1o ok-
Ts10pb 2015 1. B Kapckom Mope ObII0 0TMEueHO He MeHee 7
oco0ell, 4TO COCTaBIsIeT 3HAYMMYIO YacTh CYIIECTBYIOIICH
niomynsiiyu. [losiBeHne KUTOB B HETHITMYHBIX JUIS HUX paii-
OHaX APKTHKH MOXKET CBHJETEILCTBOBATh KaK O CIIBHTax B
MIPUBBIYHBIX MOBEIEHYECKUX IATTEPHAX, CBSI3aHHBIX C KIIH-
MaTHYeCKUMH U3MEHEHHUSIMH, TaK U OBITH IEPBBIM CHI'HAJIOM,
CBHJIETEIILCTBYIOIUM O MOCTENIEHHOM YBEJIMUSHUH YUCIICH-
HOCTH HIITHIIOEPTeHCKOT0 CTaja.

HpI/IBe,Z[eHHLIe BBILIC Ha6J’HOZ[CHI/I5I SIBJISTIOTCS TIEPBBIM TOKY-

mainstream of existing concepts of the biology of the
species.

The question of the causes leading to the almost
simultaneous appearance of a comparatively large
number of the animals in an area where they had never
previously been observed is of greater interest. The
bowhead whales recorded in the Kara Sea, most likely,
belong to the Spitsbergen stock. In general, during the
period from August to October 2015, at least 7 animals
were recorded in the Kara Sea, which constitutes
a significant part of the existing population. The

MEHTAJbHO MOATBEP)KICHHBIM (DaKTOM IMPHUCYTCTBHSA T'PEH-
naHjckoro kura B Kapckom mope.

appearance of whales in the areas of the Arctic which
are not typical for them, may both indicate the shifts
in habitual behavioral patterns associated with climate
change, and be the first signal indicating a gradual
increase in the numbers of the Spitsbergen stock.

These observations are the first documented occurrence
of the presence of bowhead whales in the Kara Sea.
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