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Bronorus KuTooOpa3HBIX B pallOHE CEBEpHOI OKOHEdY-
HocTH 0. bepnHra moxpoOHO HHUKOrJa HE M3ydanach. B
2011/12 TT. MBI IPOBEIN TIEPBBIC CHCTEMATU3UPOBAHHBIE
HaOJroIeHns 3a akBaTopHer mpuiexameil k CeBepHOMY
nexownmty o. bepunra (Puc.).

Habmonenns npoBoaunu ¢ 1 urons 2011 r. mo 9 ampens
2012 r. B nmepuon c 1 utons no 14 asrycra u ¢ 10 o 15
ceHtsiOpst 2011 r. aKkBaTOPHIO OCMATPHUBAIIN KaXKAbIH Yac
B TeUCHHE CBETIOro BpeMeHu cytok. C 1 mexabps 2011
r. ¥ 10 9 anpens 2012 r. oCMOTpbI aKBaTOPUU NTPOBOAU-
s B TedeHue 10-30 MUHYT Tpu pa3a B MecsI IIpU moce-
nieHud Jiexouia. OcMOTpBl MPOBOAWIM C HaOJrOIa-
TEJIBHBIX BBIIICK WIJIM BO3BBIIICHHBIX MECT, C BBICOTHI
18-35 M. [na HaOmoaeHWH HCHOIB30BATM OWHOKIH
10x42 u mom3opHyto TpyOy 15%60. A3UMYT Ompenesm
TpH TTOMOIIK KoMriaca | yrioMepa (Suunto tandem), a
paccTosiHue — riasomepHo. Kocarok, KoTopsie moaxo-
i 61m3Ko K Oepery, ¢ororpadgupoBaiy sl UASHTH-
(bukauu.

OO01ee Bpemst HAOJIOACHUHN B JICTHUH MEPHOA COCTaBH-
10 250 yacoB, B OCECHHE-3UMHE-BECCHHHMH — 25 4acoB.
Buaumocts Menee 3 kM coctaBuia 6% OT BpeMeHU
HaOmonenuit, ot 3 1o 10 kM — 13%, Ge3 orpaHuueHuN —
81%. B oceHHe-3UMHE-BECEHHUH NEPUOMA, COOTBET-
cTBeHHO 9%, 9% 1 82% 0011ero BpeMeHN HAOIFOICHUIA.
3a paccMmarpuBaeMBbIil mepuoja B akBatopuu CeBepHOTO
nexonma o. bepuHra OpUTO 3aperucTpupoBaHO 6 BHIOB
KATOOOpa3HBIX.

Kamanor (Physeter macrocephalus). B metauii nepron
HaOmroganu B TeueHue 27 nueil. MakCHMaiabHO 3a OIWH
OCMOTp HalOmonanu 4 KamajioTa, IPA 3TOM 32 JeHb ObI-
7o a0 11 peructpanuii kamanoroB. KuroB otmevanu Ha
paccrostHun 7-25 kM ot Oepera. B ceHTsOpe KamaioToB

The cetacean biology near the north cape of Bering Is-
land was never systematically studied. In 2011/12 we
have conducted the first systematize observations of
water area off Severnoe rookery of Bering Islands (Fig.).

Observations were conducted from June 1 2011 up to
April 9 2012, From June 1 till August 14 and from Sep-
tember 10 to September 15 2011, the observations of
water area were conducted hourly during the day light
time. From Dec 1 2011 up to April 9 2012 the observa-
tions of water area were 3 times per month during visits
on rookery. Each observation was 10-30 minutes long.
The observations were conducted from the 18-35 m high
observation points. The 10x42 binocular and 15%60
scope were used for the observations. Bearing and dis-
tance were measured using the Suunto tandem. Ceta-
ceans which were observed relatively close to shore
were photographed for photo identification.

The total observation time during summer was 250
hours and during fall-winter-spring- 25 hours. At 6 % of
observation time, the visibility was less 3km. From 3
to10km-13%, visibility over 10km was 81%. In fall-
winter-spring period the visibility was 9%, 9% and 82%
respectively. During the observation period, 6 species of
cetacean were documented in the water area off the
Commander Islands.

Sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus). During summer
time this species was observed during 27 days. Maxi-
mum number of sperm whales observed per single ob-
servation was 4, and the maximum number of sperm
whales registration per day was 11. Whales were ob-
served from 7 to 25 km from shore. During September
sperm whales were observed 10 times during 3 days.
Maximum there were 4individuals per observation.

Mopckune mnekonutatowme MNonapktukm. 2012. Tom 1. 91



Belonovich et al. Cetaceans off the northern cape of Bering Island, Commander 1.

Habmomamu 10 pa3 B Tedenue 3 mHed. MakcuMaibHO 3a
OJVH OCMOTp B aKBaTOPHUHU PETMCTPHPOBAIN 10 4 oco-
Ocii. B 3umMHMe MecsIbl KalaJoToB He oTMeuand. [lep-
Basi BECCHHSISI PErucTpanys KallaJloToB OblIa cresiana 9
anpensi. OgHoBpeMeHHO HaOmonanu 4 ocobu mo pas-
HBIM a3UMyTaM Ha yjaineHuu 8-11 km.

Sperm whales were not observed during winter months.
The first spring registration of sperm whale was made
on April 9th. There were 4 individuals observed at the
same time with different bearings and distance from 8 to
11km from the observation point.
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Fig. Location of cetacean encounters in the water area off the north cape of Bering Island during fall 2011 and

spring 2012.

Kocarka (Orcinus orca). Kocarok B JieTHHI niepro]] HaOIr0-
nmanu B TedeHune 28 muel. Ilpm momommm merona ¢poTouaeH-
TUUKAIMHA OBUTIO 3apETUCTPUPOBAHO KaK MUHUMYM 4 pas-
JINYHbIE TIPYINIbl TPAaH3UTHBIX KocaToK. Bo Bcex ciydasx
KOCaTKH OXOTHJIMCh TOJBKO Ha CEBEPHBIX MOPCKHUX KOTHKOB
Conovalova,

(Callorhinus ursinus) (Belonovich, Fomin,
2011).

16 ceHTs0pst HaOMIONANIM KaK MUHUMYM 2 TPYMIBI KOCATOK
YHCJICHHOCTBIO 7-25 KUBOTHBIX Ha yJajleHUU oT 3 10 16 kM.
Cyns 1o TIOBE/ICHNIO, KOCATKH MPUHAUICKAIN K PHIOOSIHO-

MY DKOTHITY.

dunsan (Balaenoptera physalus). Ilpeamonoxurensao 1
(uHBaN OBLT OTMEYEH 8 WIONIA Ha PACCTOSHUH TpUMEpHO 18

KM.

Mansiii monocatuk (Balaenoptera acutorostrata). Jlerom
MaJIbIX TOJOCATUKOB Habmonanm 12 pas, B TeueHue 8 AHEH.
3a OAMH OCMOTP MAaKCHMAaJbHO OTMEYalH J0 2 KHUBOTHBIX.

OnuH pa3 KkuTa HAOIIOIAH B CEHTSOpE.

Killer whale (Orcinus orca). During summer time
the killer whales were observed during 28 days.
Based on photo identification, at least 4 different
groups of transient Kkiller whales were registered.
Killer whales were seen preying on northern fur
seals only (Callorhinus ursinus) (Belonovich, Fom-
in, Conovalova, 2011).

On September 16 at least 2 groups of killer whales
from 7 to 25 animals were observed from 3 to 16
km from shore. Based on their behavior, these killer
whales were fish eating ecotype.

Fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus). One fin whale
was observed on July 8 at 18km distance.

Minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata). At the
summer time minke whales were observed 12 times
during 8 days. Maximum 2 animals per day were
observed during 8 days. One minke whale was ob-
served in September.

92 Marine Mammals of the Holarctic. 2012. Vol. 1.



BenoHoBuY 1 ap. HabnodeHus 3a KUMOOGPa3sHbIMU 8 akeamopuUU ceeepHoOl oKoHeYHocmu 0. bepuHaa

Snonckuit rnagkuii kur (Eubalaena japonica). 2 kuros
HaOmonanu 29 urons. KuTel mpoluy B 3amaJlHOM HaIlpaBJie-
HHMHM Ha paccTosiHuM OT Oepera 1,5-2 k.

T'op6ateiit kut (Megaptera novaeangliae). I'op6areix KHTOB
oTMeYany Kaxaeli aeHb ¢ 11 mo 20 utons, 24, 25 utons u 14
uiofisl. 3a OJMH OCMOTP MaKCHMalbHO peructpupoBain 13
kutoB (11 u 17 wnrons). Ilpu stom 3a 1 geHs ObUIO MakcH-
ManbHO 84 peructpanuu ropOatbix KUTOB. ['opOarbie KHUTHI
00OBIYHO JepiKajiCh MOOAMHOYKE WIH TapamMu, a 17 uioHS
HaOIOaTN KaK OJAMHOYHBIX 0cO0eH, Tak M CKOIUICHUS 710 7
kutoB. ['opbadeit oTMeuany Ha ynaneHun oT 2 mo 20 KM OT
Oepera. B ocennuii mepuon ropbadeit Habmromamu 16 ceH-
TA0ps. MakcuManbHas eJMHOBPEMEHHAs YHCICHHOCTh KHUTOB
B aKBaTopuu coctaBuia 19 ocobeil, Aepxanvuch OHU Ha yjaa-
neHuu 7-25 K.

HpOBeJIeHHI)Ie MPaKTUYECKU KPYIJIOTrOAUYHBIC HaGHIOJIeHI/IH
AKBATOpUHU Y CeBepHOﬁ OKOHCYHOCTH O. BepHHra BBIABUIIN
AKTUBHOC €€ HUCIIOJIb30BaHUC KI/ITOOGPEBHLIMI/I B I€puoJa JICT-
HCTO HaryiJa.

Kamanotsl 3meck meparcsl NMPaKTHYECKH IOCTOSIHHO, 3a
HCKITIOYEHUEM 3MMHHUX MECAIEB (BO3MOXKHO, 3TO CBSI3aHO C
HETPOIOIDKUTENbHOCTRI0 HaOmonenuit). [lo HammMm pmaH-
HBIM, BECHOH M B HadaJe JIeTa KallaJoThl Jep)KaTcs Haj ca-
MO TpaHHIeH cBasla TIyOHH, a IM03XKe PacTATHBAIOTCS Ooiee
MIMPOKO HAJ| TOJIOTUM ITOJIBOJHBIM CKJIIOHOM CEBEPHON 4acTh
octpoBa. Takum 00pa3oM, aKBaTOPHsS y CEBEPHOW YacCTH O.
BepI/IHFa SABJIISACTCA TaKHUM XKC O6BI‘{HBIM MECTOM HaryJja 3TO-
ro BUJA, KaK U y IOr0-BOCTOYHON OKOHEYHOCTH 0. MenHbIi
(Mamaes u ap. 2008).

B akxBaropum ceBepHON OKOHEYHOCTH OCTPOBAa OBUIA OTME-
YCHBI KOCATKH JIBYX 3KOTHUIOB. [Ipu 3TOM KOCaTKH, crieiua-
TU3UPYIOIIHECS Ha JOOBIBAHUN CEBEPHBIX MOPCKHAX KOTHKOB
noaxoaar kK CeBepHOMY JICKOWITY B MEPBBIX YHCIAX WO,
YTO COBMAJAET C PEIKMUMOM MPUCYTCTBUSI XUIIHBIX KOCATOK Y
IOro-Bocrounoro nex6umma o. Menusiii (Mamaes u Bypka-
HOB 2006). MakcuMaiabHOE KOJUYECTBO OXOT KOCATOK
HAOJIIOIAJI0Ch B CEPEAMHE HIONS, YTO COBIAAAET C MAaKCH-
MaJIbHON YHMCJIEHHOCTBHIO CCBCPHBLIX MOPCKHUX KOTHKOB Ha
nexounie. B ceHTa0pe 0XOT KOCaTOK Ha KOTUKOB OTMEUYEHO
He OBUIO, OJIHAKO 3TO MOTIJIO OBITH CBSA3aHO C HEMPOJIOJIKH-
TENBHOCTHIO HAOJIOICHUI B 3TOT MEPHOI.

WHTepecHbl HAOMIOJCHUS STIOHCKUX TJAJKUX KHTOB. JTOT
BHJI IOCTaTOYHO PEIKO OTMEUYAETCS B aKBATOPUHU OCTPOBOB
(Mamaes 2010), HO, TO-BHANMOMY, KHTHI BCE KE PETYISIPHO
nocetarot Boabl Komannop i Haryna.

T'opbaTple KWTHI, OYEBHIHO, AaKTUBHO HCHOIB3YIOT aKBaTO-
pPHIO Y CeBEpHOH OKOHEYHOCTH OCTPOBA IS Haryja, HO IO-
SBIISFOTCS 3A€Ch MEPUOTUIESCKA B MOMEHTHI (DOPMHUPOBAHUS
KOPMOBBIX TOJIEH.

PesynpraTel Hammx HAOMIOACHUIT 32 KUTOOOPAa3HBIMH y Ce-

North Pacific right whale (Eubalaena japonica).
Two whales were observed on June 29. These
whales passed the north cape in westward direction
at 1.5-2 m from shore.

Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae).
Humpback whales were observed every day from
June 11 to June 20, 24, 25 and July 14. There were
maximum 13 whales per observation (June 11 and
17). Maximum 84 registrations of humpback whales
were made per day. Whales were single or grouped
in pares, the maximum groups size of 7 whales was
observed on June 17. Whales were observed from
distance of 2 to 20 km from shore. During fall
humpback whales were observed on September 16.
The maximum number of whales registered at one
time were 19 animals at 7-25km distance from
shore.

The year round observation off the north cape of
Bering Island demonstrated that this area effectively
used by cetaceans during summer time.

Sperm whales stay there almost all year round ex-
cluding winter months (probably because limited
observation time). Based on our data, during spring
and summer sperm whales stay over the border of
the continental shelf, and later they spread out over
the underwater slope of north part of Bering island.
Thus, the water area off the north part of Bering
Island is a common foraging area for this species as
a water area off the south-east cape of Medny Island
(Mawmaes u mp. 2008).

Killer whales registered in the water area of
Severnoe rookery belong to two ecotypes. Killer
whales which prey on northern fur seal approached
Severnoe rookery at the beginning of July, which is
the same as time of nortern fur seals appearance off
the Ugo-Vostochnoe rookery of Medny Island
(Mawmaes u bBypkanos 2006). The maximum number
of predation events of the killer whales were ob-
served in middle July, which correspond with max-
imum number of northern fur seals on rookery. In
September, the Killer whales predation on norther
fur seals were not observed, but probably, it was
due to the short observation period.

Observation of right whales is very interesting. This
species was rarely observed in the water area of the
Commander Islands (Mamaes 2010).

Probably humpback whales actively use the water
area off the north cape of Bering Island for foraging
and appear in this area periodically when the forag-
ing fields formed.
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BEpHOW OKOHEYHOCTH 0. bepuHra SIBISIFOTCS MEePBbIM Han00-
Jiee TOJNHBIM CBHAETEILCTBOM AaKTHBHOTO HCIIOJIB30BAHUS
UMH 3TOro paiioHa. PasHooOpa3ue BHIOB, YHCICHHOCTh U
PEXUM IPUCYTCTBUSI CPABHUMBI C APYTUMU PailOHaMu BJOJIb
nobepexbs Komanmopckux 0-oB. Celdac yxe TOCTaTOYHO
XOpPOIIO H3BECTHBI OCOOCHHOCTH HCIOJB30BaHUS KHTOOO-
Ppa3HBIMU PallOHOB y F0XKHON OKOHEYHOCTH U BJIOJIb BOCTOY-
HOTO To0epebst 0. MeqHbli, B0 3allaJHOro cBajia TIIy-
ouH y 0. bepunra (®mraroBa u ®exyrun 2007, Mamaer u
np. 2010, Hlesuenko u np. 2010). MeHee Bcero u3ydeH paii-
OH BJIOJIb BOCTOYHOTO T0oOepexbsi 0. bepuHra n BIoTs 1o
CeBEpHOU OKOHEYHOCTH 0. Menusiit. B 310l cBs3H, HEOOXO-
VMO MPOJOJIKAaTh CTallMOHAPHBIE HAOIIONCHMS 3a aKBaToO-
pueil y ceBepHOI okoHe4HOCTH 0. bepunra, a Taxke obcie-
JIOBaTh BOJIbI BOCTOYHOTO MOOEPEXbsI OCTPOBA.

The result of our observation was the first evidence
of active use by cetaceans the water area off
Severnoe rookery of Bering island. Whales use the
area off Severnoe rookery as much often as they use
the south end of Bering Island and area along the
east coast of Medny islands and along the west con-
tinental slope of Bering Island (®unatoBa u deny-
tuH 2007, Mamae u nap. 2010, [lleBuenko u mp.
2010). The area along the east coast of Bering Is-
land and up to north end of Medny Island is least
studied. Therefore, it is important to continue the
observation of water area off north part of Bering
island and also explore water area on east coast of
Bering Island.

Cnmcox UCIoIL30BaHHbLIX HCTOUHMKOB / References

Mawmaes E.I'"., Bypkanos B.H. 2006. Kocarku (Orcinus orca) u ceBepHble Mopckue koTuku (Callorhinus ursinus) Ko-
MaH/IOPCKUX 0-BOB: (hopmupoBanue numieBoit cnenuanusamun? C. 347-351 B B Mopckue miekonuTaromue [o-
napk-tuku: COopHUK Hay4HBIX TpyaoB. CI16. [Mamaev E.G., Burkanov V.N. 2006. Killer whales (Orcinus orca)
and northern fur seals of the Commander Islands: is it feeding specialization development? Pp. 108-110 in Marine
Mam-mals of the Holarctic. Collection of Scientific Papers. SPb.]

Mawmaes E.I'., YetBepros A.B., Muponosa A.M., batua M.C., Bypkanos B.H. 2008. HexoTopsie acTieKTbI 3KOJIOTHH
kamanotoB (Physeter macrocephalus) B akBaropuu o. Mexnoro. C. 340-345 B Mopckue mnekonuratomme [o-
napktukud. COopHHMK HayuHbIX TpyaoB. Omecca [Mamaev E.G., Chetvergov A.V., Mironova A.M., Batin M.S.,
Burkanov V.N. 2008. Some aspects of sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus) ecology near Medniy I. Pp. 340-
345 in Marine mammals of the Holarctic. Collection of scientific papers. Odessa]

MamaeB E.I'., ®omun C.B., Yekansckuit 3.11. 2010. Pe3synbraTsl HaOm0ACHUH 32 KHTOOOpPa3HBIMU B aKBaTOPHUHU
Komannopckux 0-BOB B 0ceHHe-3UMHe-BeceHHU nepuon. C. 362-367 B Mopckue miexonuTaronue [ omapkTuku.
Co6opuuk HayuHbiX TpyaoB. Kamununrpan [Mamaev E.G., Fomin S.V., Chekalski E.I. 2010. Results of observing
on cetaceans off Commander I. in autumn-winter-spring period. Pp. 362-367 in Marine mammals of the Holarctic.

Collection of scientific papers. Kaliningrad]

[euenko M.U., Bypaun A.M., ®unaroBa O.A., [lleBuenko M.H. 2010. Habntonenus 3a ropbauamu (Megaptera
novaeangliae) y 3amagnoro mobepexss o. bepunra (Komanmopckue 0-Ba) B aBrycre-cenrsiope 2009 r. C. 643-645
B Mopckue muexonuraromue ['omapkruku. CoopHUK HaydHBIX TpyaoB. Kammauarpan [Shevchenko M.I., Burdin
A.M., Filatova O.A., Shevchenko I.N. 2010. Observations of humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) off
western coast of the Bering Island in August-September 2009. Pp. 643-645 in Marine mammals of the Holarctic.

Collection of scientific papers. Kaliningrad]

Ounatosa O.A., ®enyrun W.J1. 2007. Pe3ynbTaThl OperoBbix HaOIOJCHUN 32 KHTOOOPA3HBIMH HA 3aMajHOM I0-
oepexne 0. bepunra, Komannopckuii 3anoseguuk. C. 351-354 B Coxpanenue OuopaznooOpaszusi Kamuatku n
npuneraromux Mopei. [lerponaenosck-Kamuatckuii: KamuatHUPO [Filatova O.A., Fedutin 1.D. 2007. Results of
coastal observations of cetaceans on western coast of the Bering Isl., the Komandorskiy zapovednik. Pp. 351-354
in Conservation of biodiversity of Kamchatka and adjacent waters. Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy, KamchatNIRO]

Belonovich O.A., Fomin S.V., Conovalova L. 2012. Killer whales predation off Severnoe rookery, the Commander
Islands, Russia. Alaska marine science symposium. January 16-20, 2012. Anchorage, Alaska. P. 168.

94 Marine Mammals of the Holarctic. 2012. Vol. 1.



