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Cepna Ha KaBkase siBisieTcs 3HIEMUKOM M UMeET cTaTyc noiasuna — Rupicapra rupicapra
caucasica Lydekker, 1910 (Cokosos, 1959; I'entuep u ap., 1961; I'pomos u np., 1963; Cokonos,
TembotoB, 1993; Haaunkus, 2005).

Bun B XIX B. mMeN 10CTaTOYHO OOIIMPHOE pacnpocTpaHeHue Ha Teppuropun Kaskasa B 1e-
JIOM: 3amajHas TpaHulia JOXOAUIa IPAKTUUYECKH 10 AHAIbL, Ha BOCTOKE OTMeYanach 0 OCHOBHBIM
xpebram u orporam 1o I'py3un, Azepbaiimkana (Poccukos, 1887; Caryuun, 1903; Quunuk, 1910;
Bepemarun, 1959; Cokosos, Tembotos, 1993 u np.). Obmas uncnenHocTh Ha KaBkase oreHuBa-
nach Ha TOT nepuoa nopsaka 100 Teic. ocobeit (Janunkus, 2005). C Hayana XX B. YUCIEHHOCTb U
pacnpoCTpaHEHUe CEePHBI CTalM COKPAINATHCS MOBCEMECTHO BCIEACTBUE MAaCCOBOIO OTCTpEJIA, BbI-
TECHEHHMs KHBOTHBIX C NTACTOMII M THOEIH OT STIM300THH, 3aHECEHHBIX C JOMAIITHIM CKOTOM. Tak, K
KOHIY MPOLIJIOTO CTOJIETHS ITOTOJIOBBE CEPHBI HA TeppuTopun Poccnn coctasisiio 5—6 Teic. ocobei
(Hacumosuy, 1941; Cokomnos, Tembotos, 1993; Janunkun, 2005)

Ha Ientpansuom KaBkaze Bua He ObUT CTOJIb MHOTOYHCIIEH, KaK Ha 3amaJHOM, HO U 371eCh
MPOM30IIIO 3aMETHOE COKpAIlleHHe pacrpocTpaHeHus cepHbl Tak, k cepennne XX B. B DibOpyc-
CKOM BapuaHTe BuA orcTynui 1o bokosoro xpebra (Coxonos, TemOoros, 1993). Ha MenosoMm u
Ckanmucrom xpedTax JKUBOTHBIE yke He oTMedanich. B TepckoM BapuaHTe MOSICHOCTH, TA€ UMEET-
Csl TIOSIC IIMPOKOJIMCTBEHHBIX JIGCOB, apeal CepHbl ObUT OoJiee MMUPOKH U 3axBaThiBajl BokoBoi u
Ckanucteiii xpeOTel. B Bakcanckom paiione Bua orMedaincs ot r. TripHBIAy3 10 BepX0oBbs bakcaHa,
B Ueremckom — ot ¢. bynynry no Bepxosbst Uerema, B UepekckoMm — B Bepx0BbsX p. Uepek bankap-
ckuii (TembotoB, 1960, 1972).

Pesynbrarer nposeneHHbix Hamu B 2003—2013 rr. uccnenoBaHuil O U3YYEHHUIO COCTOSHUSA
cepHbl Ha L{enTpansHom KaBkasze B npenenax Kabapauno-bankapckoii Pecriybnnku mokasainu, 4To
MOMYJISILMST BUJA HAXOAMTCS B KpuTHUecKoM coctostHuu (TemOoroBa, KoHonenko, 2010). B na-
CTOsIIIIee BpeMsI apeasl MPeCTaBieH B Ipeaenax 1epckoro BapuaHTa MOSICHOCTH HEOOIBIIMMH JIOKAITb-
HBIMHU y4yacTkamu Ha CkaiucToM xpedTte 1 B Dnp0pyCcCKOM BapHaHTe MOSICHOCTH NpaBoOepexbeM p. bak-
caH Bbllle I. ThIpHBIAY3, a TaK)Ke TPYAHOJAOCTYIHBIMU CKaJbHBIX y4aCTKax BEpXOBbsl p. Maska U ero
npuTOKOB. B BepxoBbaAX pp. Herem, Uepek cepHa B HACTOsILIEE BPEMs HE OTMEUAIach.

CornacHo HaIIUM OLIEHKAaM, CEpHA B HACTOsLIee BpeMs 3aHUMaeT He Oonee 15-17 % mnoren-
L[UAJIHO MPUTOJHON 11l OOUTaHMS TePPUTOPUU. UNCIEHHOCTh BU/IAa TOBCEMECTHO HU3KA U B TEYE-
Hue nocnenHux 10 et cocrasnsier He OGonee 150 ocobeli. [TomaBnsiromas yacTb U3 HUX (TIOPsIIKa
100) cocpenorodyeHa Ha OTHOCHUTENBHO HEOONBIIOM yYacTKe B Tpeesax HAIMOHAJbHOTO MapKa
«I[Ipmapbpycee» B bakcanckoMm yinenbe. MakcuManbHas YUCIEHHOCTh CTaja OTMEUYEHHOIO COCTa-
Buia 14 ocobeit (nexabpp 2013 r.).

Hcxona U3 monyueHHBIX HAMHU Pe3yJbTaTOB, MOXKEM 3aKJIIOUUTh, YTO BUA Ha lleHTpambHOM
KaBkasze HaxomauTcsi B HacTosillee BpPeMsl MPAKTHYECKU HA T'PaHU HUCYE3HOBEHMs. EcTecTBEHHOro
BOCCTaHOBJICHUSI MTOMYJIILIMK HE HAOIFOJaeTCsl Ha MPOTSHKEHNUH TIOCIEeNHero necatuierus. Benencr-
BUE 3TOT0, KaK HaM NPEACTaBISIETCS, HEOOXONMMO MPHUHITh MEPhl B LEJSIX MPEIOTBPAILEHHS HC-
Ye3HOBEHUs SHIAEMHUYHOTO BU/a U3 (ayHbl perrmoHa. B kauecTBe mepBOOYEPEAHBIX CIEAYET OTMe-
TUTh OPTaHU3ALMIO MOJIYBOJBHOIO BOCIPOU3BOJACTBA CEPHBI B LEJSAX MOCIEAYIOLIErO PAaCCEIEeHUs
no Hanbosnee OmaronpusTHeIM MecroobutanusM u coznanue OOIIT, BrIOUArOIIMX BaXKHBIE IS
oOuTaHUs BU/Ia YYaCTKH IO BEPXHEH rpaHuile jecHoro nosica. He MeHee BaKHBIM SIBISIETCS] Orpa-
HUYEHUE BBINACa TOMAIIHETO CKOTa HA TEPPUTOPHUAX OOUTAHUS BUIA.
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Chamois is an endemic species of the Caucasus and has a status of subspecies — Rupicapra
rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910 (Sokolov, 1959; Geptner and others, 1961; Gromov and oth-
ers, 1963; Sokolov, Tembotov, 1993; Danilkin, 2005).

The species was quite widespread on the territory of the Caucasus in the XIXth century: west-
ern border of their distribution went practically to Anapa, the border was noted over main ranges
and branches of Georgia, Azerbaijan in the east (Rossikov, 1887; Satunin, 1903; Dinnik, 1910;
Vereshchagin, 1959; Sokolov, Tembotov, 1993 and others). The total population was estimated as
100 000 animals in the Caucasus in that period (Danilkin, 2005). The population and distribution of
the chamotis (Rupicapra rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910) began to decline because of the mass
shooting, forcing animals to leave grazings and deaths from epizootic outbreaks brought by live-
stock in the beginning of the XXth century. So, the population of the chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra
caucasica Lydekker, 1910) was 5-6 thousand animals in the end of the previous century
(Nasimovich, 1941; Sokolov, Tembotov, 1993; Danilkin, 2005).

The species was not so numerous in the Central Caucasus as in the Western Caucasus, but the
decline of population there was also noticeable. Thus, the species in the Elbrus variant receded to
the Bokovoy range in the middle of the XXth century (Sokolov, Tembotov, 1993). The animals
were not registered on Melovoy and Skalistiy Ranges. The habitat of the chamois (Rupicapra
rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910) was wider and occupied Bokovoy and Skalistiy Ranges in the
Tersk variant of zonality that had a zone of broad leaved forests. The species was registered in
Baksanskiy rayon from the mountain Tyrnyauz to the upstream of the river Baksan, in Chegemskiy
rayon - from the village Bulungu to the upstream of the river Chegem, in Cherekskiy Rayon - in the
upstream of the river Cherek Balkarskiy (Tembotov, 1960, 1972).

The results of our research carried out in 2003-2013 on studying the condition of the popula-
tion of the chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910) in the Central Caucasus in
the borders of the Republic of Kabardino-Balkaria showed that the species population is in critical
condition (Tembotova, Kononenko, 2010). Nowadays the habitat is represented by small local areas
on the Skalistiy Range in the borders of Tersk variant of zonality and by the right bank of Baksan
higher than the Mountain Tyrnyauz, and by the remote rocky areas of the upstream of the river Malka
and its inflows. Nowadays the chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910) was not
registered in the upstream of Chegem and Cherek

According to our estimates the chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910) oc-
cupies not more than 15—17 % of the potential favourable for habitat territory nowadays. The popu-
lation of the species is low everywhere and comprises during the last 10 years not more than 150
animals. The majority of them (about 100) concentrates on a relatively small area in the borders of
the national park "Prielbrusye" in Baksanskoye Canyon The maximum quantity of the flock regis-
tered was 14 animals (December of 2013).

As it follows from the results obtained the species is almost extinct in the Central Caucasus
nowadays. The natural restoration of the population is not observed during the last decade. Conse-
quently, as it appears, it is essential to take steps to prevent extinction of endemic species from the
fauna of the region. The following high priority measures should be noted: the organisation of semi-
free reproduction of the chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra caucasica Lydekker, 1910) to put them in
favourable habitats and the creation of specially protected natural areas that include significant are-
as of habitat at the high border of the forest zone. It is also important to restrict the grazing of the
livestock on the territories in the species habitat.
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