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Ipynma skcnepros 13 CoBeTa IO MOPCKMM MJIEKOIN-
raioiuM (CMM), Bcepoccnmitickoro Hay4HO-MCCIefOBa-
TENbCKOTO MHCTUTYTa oXpaHbl npupoasl (BHMnpuponsr)
n Bcemmpnoro donpa pukoit npupoper (WWEF Poccun)
C Yy4acTVeM COTPYHHMKA, OTBETCTBEHHOIO 3a OXpaHy MOp-
CKUX OMONornyecKux pecypcos Ilorpanmynoro ympasie-
Hua ®Cb Poccum no YyKoTckoMy aBTOHOMHOMY OKpYTY,
BBIIIOJIHSIUIA ABMAOOC/IEOBAHME APKTIIECKOTO M0OEpeXKbst
YyKoTCKOro aBTOHOMHOrO OKpyra. Pabora mpoBopuiach
¢ 1 mo 8 cents6ps 2013 r. B pamkax nporpamMmsl CoBeTa 110
MOPCKMM MJICKOIIATAIOIVM «VI3ydeHue 6enoro MenBensa»
Ipu Noffiep>kke Pycckoro reorpaguyeckoro o6uecTsa.

7 n 8 ceHTsI0pst ObIIM OOGHAPYXKEHBI BBIOPOLIEHHBIE HA
Oeper OCTaHKV CEMU CepbIX KUTOB YYKOTCKO-KanupOpHMii-
ckolt nomyysanym (puc. 1, 2). Kutel aToii monynanum BHe-
ceHpl B Kareropuio 5 Kpacnoit kaurn P®. Ocrankn 6 xu-
TOB ObIIM OOHApY>KeHbI Ha Oepery B Ipefienax YyKoTCKOro
paitoHa (Mexyy cenamu HyTenenbmen u Helrkan), ocTaHKU
ellle OfHOTO KuTa — B VIy/IBTMHCKOM paiioHe (MeXJy cena-

A group of experts from the Marine Mammal
Council (MMC), All-Russian Research Institute for
Nature Protection (RINPRO), and WWWF Russia
together with a representative of Boarder Guard Service
responsible for protection of marine biological resources
in Russia conducted aerial survey of the Arctic coast in
the Chukotskiy Autonomous Okrug. The work was done
during September 1-8, 2013 under the MMC research
program «The polar bear study» with support provided
by Russian Geographical Society.

In September 7 and 8, we found remains of seven
stranded gray whales (Fig. 1, 2). The whales belonged to
the eastern subpopulation that is listed in the Category 5
of the Red Data Book of Russia. Remains of 6 stranded
whales were found on the cost of the between villages of
Nutepelmen and Neshkan, and one more whale was found
between villages of Billings and Ryrkaipiy (Fig. 1). Local
residents also reported about three gray whales stranded
on the southern coast of the Chaunskaya Bay.
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Fig. 1. Scheme of aerial survey of
the coast in September 2013
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Benukos n ap. Ciayyau eubenu cepoix Kumos y 6epezos Yykomku oceHbto 2013 2.

Pric. 2. OcTaHKM OZHOTO U3 CepbIX KUTOB, 00HAPY)KeHHBIX Ha [T0OepeXxbe B XOfie aBiaoOcenoBanms B ceHTs16pe 2013 L.
Fig. 2. Remains of one of the gray whales found stranded during aerial survey in 2013

mu Poipkaiinumit u Bunnuurc) (puc. 1). ITo coobiiennsam xurenei
YayHckoro paiioHa, Ha I0KHOM 6epery YayHCKoii Iy6bI BHIOPOIIEHO
Ha Oeper Tpyu MOrnOIINX CephIX KUTA.

EcTb ocHOBaHUs IIpedIoaraTh, 4To Ha 6eper BblOpachiBaeTCs
JIVIIb YaCTh MOTMOIINX )KMBOTHBIX, 2 PeayibHOe KONYECTBO OCTAH-
KOB Ha bepery 3aMeTHO 6o7bllle 3apeructpuposanHoro Hamu. Ho
maxe 10 cepbIx KUTOB, BbIOpoLIeHHBIX Ha 800-KM ydacTke Gepera
IpefCTaBIACTC S 3SHAUUTENbHBIM YMCIOM, 0COOEHHO YUUTBIBAS, YTO
6 KUTOB BBIOPOIIEHO Ha y4YacTKe HOOepexbs MPOTSKEHHOCTBIO
okoro 120 kM (puc. 1).

IloMuMO yYTE€HHBIX HaMM OCTaHKOB CEpBIX KUTOB, OCEHbIO
2013 I. Tak)Ke JOIOMIHUTENBHO MECTHBIMMI KUTeNAMU ObUIM 06Ha-
PY>KeHbI OCTaHKMU 3TUX >KMBOTHBIX Ha 6epery y cen Bummmare (1
kuT), Peipkaiimmii (2 xura), Hemkan (1 kut), SHypMuHO (1 Kut).
E1e opyu moru6umit cepsiit KUT 661 0OHApYKeH B ycThe peku Ko-
JIbIMa B KOHIle CeHTs16ps 2013 1.

[puunHsl tTMbenu cepbix KUTOB He sicHbl. Hambormee Bepost-
HBIM IIpEfiCTaB/sieTCsA IMOeIb IOAPAHKOB, VLIEALINX OT KOCATOK
JWIN yIyHIeHHBIX OXOTHMKamy Ha Yykorke. Taxke Hemb3d HOII-
HOCTBIO MCK/IIOYaTh ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTDb 3aboneBanusa. Heobxomumbl
KOMIIJIEKCHBIE UCCTIENOBAHNS 3TOTO SIBJIEHUA.

Obviously only part of whales died in the
ocean are stranded afterwards. Moreover, number
of carcasses that we registered during aerial survey
is negatively biased. Despite of those 10 gray
whales stranded on 800-km coastline seems rather
high number, especially taking into consideration
that 6 of these carcasses were observed on 120-km
coastline (Fig. 1).

In addition to above mentioned findings local
people reported about more stranded gray whales
found later in the autumn 2013: 1 whale near the
village of Billings, 2 carcasses near the village of
Ryrkaipiy, 1 carcass near the village of Neshkan
and 1 - near the village of Enurmino. One more
gray whale was found stranded in the mouth of
Kolyma river in Yakutia in September 2013.

It is unclear why the wales died. Most probable
there were animals injured by killer whales or by
hunters in Chukotka. In addition, possibility of
diseases cannot be excluded. Complex studies of
the phenomenon are required.
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